HOME HEALTH SERVICES

Definition:

Intermittent professional and para-professional services provided by various disciplines through a licensed and certified home health agency in the client’s place of residence.

Criteria for Referral:

100% of referrals to a public home health agency receive assessment of needs and admission or referral to other resources.

Patients of any age may be referred or admitted but admissions to home health must meet eligibility criteria.  Referrals must be appropriate for home health.  The agency must have the resources to provide for the patients needs.

Eligibility Criteria:


Medicare:
· Must be under the care of a physician

· Must require intermittent skilled services

· Must be homebound/medically confined to the patient’s/client’s place of residence

Medicaid and all others:
· Must be under the care of a physician

· Must require intermittent professional skilled, para-professional, and/or personal care services 

· Services must be appropriate to be provided in the patient’s/client’s place of residence

Services:

Skilled Nursing:
Examples:  wound care, catheter care, intramuscular injections, intravenous therapy, chemotherapy, tracheotomy care, teaching and training in disease management, observation and evaluation involving acute changes in patient condition or medication

Physical Therapy:
Examples:  assessment, therapeutic exercises, gait training, range of motion, maintenance therapy, ultrasound, diathermy treatments, hot packs and paraffin baths, self-help skills, and home exercise programs
Speech Therapy:
Examples:  assessment, speech-voice-language communication training, rehabilitation of speech language skills, assistance to develop proper control of the vocal and respiratory systems for voice production, maintenance and home exercise program

Occupational Therapy:

Examples:  teaching compensatory techniques to improve level of independence in the activities of daily living, teaching task oriented therapeutic activities

Medical Social Services:
Examples:  services that aid the patient in resolving social or emotional problems that are an impediment to the effective treatment and rate of recovery.  Examples:  assessment of social and emotional factors, home situation, financial resources and community resources available to the patient

Home Health Aide:



Examples:  personal care, skin care, minor dressing changes

Medical Supplies:

Therapeutic and diagnostic items are essential in effectively carrying out the physician’s order for the treatment of the patient’s illness or injury.  Examples:  dressings, chux, catheter supplies, ostomy supplies

Other Services Which May Be Provided By The Home Agency:

· Home and Community Based Medicaid Waiver Program

· EPDST Special Services

· Model II Waiver Program

· First Steps

· In-Home Services

· Hospice
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