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Research Abstract
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Children in Foster Care: Effect of Visitation on Length of Time in Out of Home Care: Mercer County

The purpose of this study is to identify if there is a correlation between the frequency and quality
of the visits that children have with their family and the length of time that children remain in
OOHC. The research is aimed to identify the importance of attachment in the reunification
process. Throughout the literature review, visitation was found to be vital in maintaining and
enhancing the attachment that is necessary for reunification to be successful. The sample for the
quantitative study consisted of all children who entered foster care through the Department of
Community Based Services (DCBS) in Mercer County Kentucky for reasons of abuse, neglect or
dependency during the calendar year 2002. Data for the quantitative study was gathered from
existing case records for a period of up to one year following each child’s entry into care. For the
qualitative study, three families were purposively selected based on the available documentation

about the quality of the visits between the child(ren) and their parents.
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|ntroduction

Progian descrption
s DCBS prevides extensive Senvices

m Services to families Whor have had thelr children
removeal By the' cout

s Providing oppertunities for visitation Very Impertant

Literature; review
s Attachment

= \sltation

s Reunification



Quantitative Research Questions

IS there a correlation hetween the
fireguency: ofi the visits that children have
With thels family: and the lengthr of time
that chrndren: remain Inf OOHC?

IS there: a relationship between the
AUMBEr 6ff placements and the reasen the
childwas placed in ©OHC?.

IS\ there: a relationship between the
[easen the childiwas placed in ©0HC anad
the length off time: the child remainead in
0]0) [0




Design and Samjple

All children; entering out of heme: care in 2002 In
Mercer county Kentucky: (N=35)

EXISting data ebtained ffen| case: records
Data frem up ter 12 mentias in|care
62.9% Viales, 7. 1% Eemales

34, 3% African Amernican; 2.9% American Indian;
60%) Caucasian; 2.9% Hispanic

Mean age of children: 8.3 years, min age — 1 year,
max age: Lv: years

54.3%0 Singler Parents; 11.4%) Blendead! Families;
31..4% Nuclear Families; 2.9% Other Relative

54. 3% Returned tor Parent; 8.6%) Placed with

relatives; 0% Emancipated; 37.1% Did not exit W/in
12 months



Correlation - average numiber of VISIts per:
year & montns in care

Average Number of Visits per Average Number of Visits
Month in a Year per Month in a Year

Frequency
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A Correlation! test between mentns In care and average
# of visits p/moenthiresulted n r (33) = .693, p < .01 .
There Is a high pesitive correlation that Is significant.

Mean visits p/month = 1.6. Mean montns In care = 7.3



Relatienship between # placements anadl reason child

Physical
O;fr abuse
3%
Dependency
14%
Sexual

Abuse
3%

Neglect
7%

removed

An Independent t-test was
conducted tordetermine If there
was any: significant difference in the
AUmMBber ofi placements between the
tWo groups, defined by the reason
for removall (neglect/ether) t (83) =
-.17, p =.866

The mean number of placements
for the sample (INF'=35) was' .16
Withi a standardrdeviation of .66

The lewest number ofi placements
was 1 and the highest number was
3.



Relationship between reason renoevead
and moentnsiini care

Anlindependent sample t-test Was) conducted to
identify/ I there s a significant diffierence: between the
W greups Identified by the reasen for remeval
(neglect/ether) In the AUMIBENR OF MORLAS, I’ care

A nen-significant relationship was feunel t(33)=-.103,
P=.919; there IS ne difference hetween the two groups
A the nUMBENR o VISIts

We fiall 1o reject the null hypethesis oi ne: difference
petween the two groups



Discussion

Eindings: der net support hypothesis that the
moere visits a child has while 1in ©0HC the
guicker they will exit: care

The longer chilaren: are i care, the mere Visits
they have

Fhere Is noet a significant relationship between
the # of placements and reasen the child was
placed inf OOHC

Fhere Is net a significant relationship ketween
the reasonithe child was placediinte care anad
the length he/she remained in: care.



Qualitative Research Question

IHOW, do! IRtERACHIGNS
PEtWEEN children and
thelr fiamily: memIoers
IRfllence: childrenrs
Iengtn; of stay/ 1n eul
Ol heme care?




Qualitative Design and Sample

3 families selected purpesively frem guantitative sample
Paseadl on ameunt eff qualitativermiermation availanle in case
record

Examined visitation Using chart filer review: form
All" s families Caucasian

Eamily: 1 had 2 children ages) 4 years and 6 years remoyvead
due te) dependency

Eamily: 2 hiad 1 child age 15 yearsi due: e status offense

EFamily: 3 had 3 children ages; 8, 14 and 17 years removed due
10 neglect

Eamily' 1 - children returnead in; 9 moenths
Eamily: 2/— child retuimed 1 12 menths
Eamily: 3'— children returned home In 7 montns



Family 1

Activities: Typically: the children like te: draw,
color and write' e the: chalk' board. Viem sits on
the couch andiwatches them, saying “[she] likes
10 Watchr then play,

Affection: hugj, kiss, smile; praise, verlaalizes her
love for them:

Discipling: Very soft speken. She dees not talk
excessively during the visits. Very seldom dees
She redirect negative lhehnaviors (1e. Youngest
child =“bullies” the' oldest)

Overalll Ohservatiens: “VISIts are very
systematic™, “momiappears tor e fiat durng tne
VISIt, shie lacks empathietic respenses?, “mom
loves her children, but admits she cannot take
care of their needs?




EFamily: 2

Activities: shepping, geing eut te eat, preparng for the
010)Y/

Affection: NMon appears; te be very: loving toward
daughter. She kisses; hugs, and praise very freguently.

Discipline: Viemrisi semewhat timidiwitih disciplinge. She
feels that datghter has; poesitive behaviers the: nmajority. of
the time andl Ii: Mem| recegnizes negative Gnes, she makes
excuses for her daughter. “she only acts; like that here,
she! IS very: stressed! out, It IS no Wwonder Wiy she throws
“fits™ she wants' te come heme*

Overall elaservations: Mem's relationship s Veny
enmeshedwith daughter.. She views daughter as a fiiend
and comrade. She wants to please daughter even il she
KNOWS It IS not 1IN her daughter’s best Interest.



Eamily 3

Activities: Play: game beards, write onr chalk
Peard, diScUss the previous Weeks activities.

Affection: hugeing and kissing children, hand
shiake by father (even with youngest: child).

OverallfOhsenvations: “Memishews genuine
concern for childrenrs care, tres tor make
apprepriate decisions for the families Benefit not
Rers.” “Dad IS Very active In Wanting ter knew.
children’s activities, theughts and feelings. He
tres; to talk alkout the court proceedings, Ut IS
easlly redirected.”



Discussion
All-families, seemed to engage in typical

activities, withr thens children; and show: Seme
degree of aifection

Worker'ss everallf olservations Seemed to; e
inkeal te’ childisiengthl of time i care. Family 3
(7-m) the worker: felt that family bend Was Veny.
streng), kUt felt that father did not take
respensipility fer RISt nIghr sk Benaviers. Eamily,
1(© m.) was overall positive, but mem:s; fiat
affiect placed a barrer between attachment.
Eamily: 2, WHRoese: child wasi returmed after 142
montis, hadllewer gquality’ efi VISIts In; the
PEeginnIng but Impreved: significantly: at the end.



Limitations/Suggestions for Further

- Research
Used only: existing data - often tinmes

documentation By Workers wasrnot completed
SO data may not e acculate

Only gathered data for 12 moenthl pernoad after
childlentered care. Suggest additionall lenger
termi study: - stchras 24 moenths; felloWing entry/
Nt care Instead off just 12 montias

Could elsenve visitation between parents; and
childrens for gualitativer poruien: Instead ofi relying
01 case documentation

Additional study: could examine Why findings
occurred In gquantitative stuady/
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