Kentucky Permanency Round Tables

Background and Rationale

Purpose:  The Kentucky Permanency Roundtables (KY PRT) reviews were designed in partnership with Casey Family Programs to rigorously address the needs of children for permanency.  Kentucky has gradually increasing numbers of children in OOHC because fewer children leave OOHC than enter OOHC.  To address this, Kentucky launched additional supports for permanency including more in-home services to keep children safely at home and safely reunified when possible.  The Kentucky Permanency Roundtables (KY PRT) were designed to help children in OOHC achieve permanency.  Children (1 ½ years to 17 years old) in OOHC for 18 to 48 months with a goal of return to parent (or no permanency goal) were chosen for the KY PRT process; these children were considered as possibly ‘stuck’ in care.  We reasoned that if we addressed the needs of this group, then more children would exit OOHC; this effect would slow the growth in OOHC numbers or optimally reduce the total number of children in OOHC.  We defined permanency broadly as a sense of belonging that may include a permanent home outside of DCBS, improved placement stability, and adult and family connections that will remain with the child independent of DCBS involvement. 

Prior to implementing the contract with Casey Family Programs, we identified a group of children meeting the target criteria in March 2008 and studied their outcomes in March 2009.  In March 2009, 37.5% of the target group had exited OOHC to reunification (48.6%), adoption (24.8%), relative placement (10.7%) and emancipation or other (15.9%).  We anticipate that the KY PRT process should achieve a higher rate of exit to permanency from OOHC.  

The Permanency Roundtables are included in Theme 2: Enhancing Child Stability and Permanency of Kentucky’s Program Improvement Plan.  The Kentucky Permanency Roundtables were designed to achieve these goals: 
1. To develop a permanency plan for specific children that can be realistically implemented over the next six months. 
2. To stimulate thinking and learning about pathways to permanency for these and other children. 
3. To strengthen front line and supervisory practices related to helping children achieve permanency.  
4. To identify and address barriers to permanency that might be changed through professional development, policy change, resource development, and the engagement of system partners.









KENTUCKY ROUNDTABLE   SUCCESSES 2009
· Kentucky Roundtables Update: May 2010 
· •          Permanency Achieved for 16 cases involving 20 children
· •          New Connections made for 91 children 
· •          New Services  have begun for 95 children 
· •          12 children with goal changes 
· 8 of these children are already in a permanent home
· •          13 children identified as returning home soon 
· •          28 children with goal changes pending 
· 14 of these children are in an adoptive placement
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