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CALL TO ORDER

Charles Kendell called the meeting to order at the Salato Wildlife Center.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Charlie welcomed the committee and guests.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes from the meeting of October 13, 2005 meetings were approved with the following revisions: 

(Page 1) Jim Berton and Sherill Cronin’s names appear twice in the Members Present section 

(Page 5) Ben presented at ARC [AHRQ] and the National Quality Forum. 
(Page 5) Physicians do not and do not have a method of reporting.
(Page 6) Top 100 DRG’s by hospitals with medium [median] charges are now available on 

the KHA website. 

(Page 6) The KHA Meeting is scheduled for January 17-18, 2006, at the Gault [Galt] House.
PRESENTATION
Chris Corbin gave an update on the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Healthcare Transparency. The committee met for the first time on January 2, 2006.  There was a very good dialogue during this meeting. Representatives from the Kentucky Medical Association, the Kentucky Hospital Association, consumers and providers were present.  

Chris felt the Secretary’s Advisory Committee meeting was extremely productive and positive.  The next meeting of the Secretary’s Transparency Committee will be in March. 

Chris referred to the State of the Union document that was included in the packet distributed prior to the meeting. This document was released by the White House, February 2006.  He also talked about the importance of access to health care information in relation to pending legislation, HB 445, which if passed, will provide assistance to small businesses in providing health insurance to their workers.  One of the insurance packages will be a “consumer-driven product” in which the consumer will have more control over health care spending.  In order for this product to have the intended effect, increased access to information on cost and quality of health care is essential.
Ben Yandell asked about the relationship between the Secretary’s Advisory Committee and the Health Data Subcommittee. Chris stated that the Health Data Subcommittee is expected to assist the Secretary’s Advisory Committee in identifying relevant indicators. It would also assist in identifying what is lacking, as well as who our customers are. 

Mark Fazey searched the internet for hospital charge information, using a “consumer” point of view. He noted that his search may be incomplete because he may have missed some relevant websites.  
Texas has charge data; however, their dataset must be purchased. Florida does risk adjustment but doesn’t explain the process very well. The average consumer might not understand.

There was general discussion on providing data to consumers.  

NEW BUSINESS

Charlie set a goal for the committee of identifying quality indicators by the end of the year.  Mark indicated that there is software available that will allow us to produce prevention quality indicators.

Paul mentioned that there is good information on the AHRQ website and suggested providing the AHRQ website when distributing minutes.

Paul asked if there has been an update on the status of collecting Ambulatory Surgical Data. Charlie stated that it has been 1 year since the proposal for ASC’s to report and surgical centers are just now beginning to request information on how they can report. Until the 837 format is implemented, it is not possible. Chris is working on this issue with the Secretary’s Advisory Committee.

Mark will put together a draft workplan for distribution.

OLD BUSINESS
Charlie has received a request from the University of Kentucky College Of Public Health to provide the public use dataset to students for research purposes. Charlie asked the committee for their input regarding whether hospital names should be included. The current database does not include hospital names. The data use agreement will still apply. Agreement was reached that the names could be included in the dataset. Wayne Higgins suggested that a caveat be included that hospital names not be used in any reports that are created by the students.  
The data use agreement will be sent to members for evaluation and suggestions for possible amendments. Charlie asked Wayne and Carol to pay close attention since they are associated with School of Public Health.  
COMMITTEE HOUSEKEEPING
Meeting dates, time, and location for the remainder of 2006 were approved as follows:
Thursday, May 4, Thursday, August 3, and Thursday, November 2, 1:30-4:00 PM, Salato Wildlife Center, Frankfort, KY
COMMENTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC
Joyce Robl informed the subcommittee that the number of conditions for which newborns are screened has increased from 4 to 29. This puts Kentucky in line with national recommendations.  

Charlie mentioned that a new state health plan has become effective.

Louis Kurtz announced that a new waiver has been approved. 

Dr. Brawley stated that there is still time to be immunized for against influenza.

CDC has funded is funding a grant to KIPRC for core injury surveillance. Mike Singleton, Injury Surveillance Coordinator for KIPRC, asked for comments from subcommittee members on unduplicating injury-related hospital discharges in order to provide more accurate numbers. Ben offered his assistance. 
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
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