July 2003
CHANGES TO REGULATIONS AND COMMENTS 

On May 21, 2003 a public hearing was held in Frankfort on the three administrative regulations that have been going through the regulatory process. These three regulations are:

· 911 KAR 2:120 Kentucky Early Intervention Program Evaluation and Eligibility 

· 911 KAR 2:130 Kentucky Early Intervention Program Assessment and Service Planning 

· 911 KAR 2:200 Coverage and Payment for Kentucky Early Intervention Program Services 


As a result of the many comments made at the public hearings and written comments that were submitted, changes have been made to these regulations. These regulations are still going through the legislative review process and are subject to additional changes at the request of the legislature; therefore, they are not to be considered finalized (although any changes made subsequent to these should be minor). The administration anticipates the changes made to 911 KAR 2:130 and 911 KAR 2:200 will become effective on October 1, 2003. 911 KAR 2:120 is slated to become effective on January 1, 2004, due to additional data that CBIS will need to collect on the newly required annual primary level evaluations. We anticipate that the Administrative Regulation Review Subcommittee will review the regulations on August 7th at 9:30 AM, Capital Annex, Room 149 in Frankfort. The Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare will review them on September 17th.

You will notice that the regulations have been "cleaned up" so that there are no underlined or struck through and bracketed words. This should make it easier for you to read; however, it will require you to read through the regulations thoroughly since you won’t be able to see what has changed.

In addition to the three regulations listed above, there are three sets of questions/comments posed at the public hearings or submitted in writing and the administration’s response to those comments. (Links are below.) The pages, line numbers and sections annotated in the Summary of Action Taken by the Administrative Body are referring to the pages, line numbers and sections in the versions of these regulations that were filed on April 15, 2003 and were previously posted on this website.

STATEMENT OF CONSIDERATION RELATING TO 911 KAR 2:120 
STATEMENT OF CONSIDERATION RELATING TO 911 KAR 2:130 
STATEMENT OF CONSIDERATION RELATING TO 911 KAR 2:200 

June 2003
PRIVACY NOTICE ON THE WEB 
Sample HIPAA Compliant Release of Information Form and Accompanying Policy - These documents are currently being used by the Commission for Children when medical information is shared with or requested from other providers. Please feel free to utilize these tools to develop your own forms to use with the family's you work with in the First Steps Program. Also, be aware that any releases received by the Commission for Children that do not contain all of the required information, per HIPAA, will not be accepted.
The Commission's Notice of Privacy Practices is available at this link. 
The Commission's Release of Information form is available at this link.  
PROVIDER AGREEMENTS
Revised Procedures: Enrollment procedures for New Providers will be effective July 1, 2003. Click here for information.  
SERVICE COORDINATOR SURVEY
In order to better assess technology capability Department for Public Health is conducting a survey of First Steps Service Coordinators. This will be discussed in the June quarterly meeting with the TAs. We are asking that Services Coordinators respond to the following questions: 

Name, Job Title (ISC or PSC), Location (Town)
Do you have access to a personal computer?
If yes, please describe type of computer (processor speed and memory)
Do you have access to the Internet?

           Please respond via email to Kevin Mudd. 

APRIL 2003
PROVIDER AGREEMENTS
A Reminder about Contract Renewals & Licensing 
Though the provider agreements with the Adult and Child Health Improvement/ First Steps is effective through June 30, 2004 you are required to submit a current valid Kentucky license, registration or certificate by June 1, 2003. (Refer. Section I (13) of your provider agreement.)
Copies of licenses, registrations, or certificates of current staff only must be submitted with a completed and signed CBIS Provider Enrollment Form 6. Since the moratorium is still in effect, this is not an opportunity to add new staff to your current contract. Copies that cannot be read will not be accepted as valid and may affect your ability to continue providing services. Please send all copies to:
Adult and Child Health Improvement/ First Steps
Provider Relations
982 Eastern Parkway
Louisville, KY 40217
MORATORIUM ON FIRST STEPS PROVIDER AGREEMENTS 
This applies to:
New First Steps Providers 
Addendums to Existing Provider Agreements to Add or Replace Providers 
As of March 1, 2003, a moratorium on new First Steps Provider Agreements went into effect. This was done to allow the Adult and Child Health Improvement/ First Steps time to assess the current need for specific disciplines, appropriate provider/child ratios, and training initiatives. 
During the moratorium, Department for Public Health continued the practice of monitoring provider availability in each of the First Steps service delivery regions to ensure that infants and toddlers and their families have access to needed early intervention services. Gaps in service have been identified in areas across the state. If you are interested in contracting with First Steps prior to the end of the moratorium, please review the Provider Shortages list. Only provider agreements meeting needs in disciplines and regions specified will be accepted. Please contact the TA team for more information.
Department for Public Health will not accept any other new provider agreements or addendums to existing provider agreements to add or replace providers until the moratorium is lifted. The moratorium is expected to be in effect through July 31, 2003. When it is lifted, a notice will be posted to this website.
If you have any questions, please call your First Steps Technical Assistance Team’s Program Consultant.
MERGER UPDATES - Follow the link for new information on Phase III
POLICIES and PROCEDURES 
POINT OF ENTRY - Important Notice:  Immediate Action Needed
At the January 2003 POE meeting you were advised that it was no longer necessary to complete a CBIS billing form for approved evaluation services rendered by either the University of Louisville or the University of Kentucky Neonatal Follow-up Units.
This instruction was given as Master Agreements between these facilities and the Commission were being negotiated and final approval was expected to be imminent. Due to unexpected delays, the Agreement with the University of Louisville has just now been finalized with an effective date of 3/1/03 (click here for detailed information) and the Agreement with the University of Kentucky is still pending.
Until an Agreement with the University of Kentucky has been completed, you should continue to complete and submit the required billing forms to CBIS for approved evaluation services provided by the University’s Neonatal Follow-up Unit.  

You will be notified when this action is no longer required.

JANUARY 2003

PROVIDER AGREEMENTS

A Reminder about Contract Addenda

During the course of the year, you may need to make changes to your First Steps contract. To make changes, you must use Form #6 and mark the box indicating "Addendum." Complete the form indicating all changes that are relevant to the existing First Steps contract agreement and send to Department for Public Health Provider Relations, 982 Eastern Parkway, Louisville KY 40217. Sending changes to CBIS or submitting in a letter will delay the updating of your provider agreement. An e-mail receipt notice will be sent to the e-mail contact listed on the contract. 

MERGER UPDATES

POLICIES and PROCEDURES 

BILLING INFORMATION FOR PROVIDERS: Updated Summary Sheet Forms - Click Here 

EMERGENCY REGULATIONS EFFECTIVE 1/1/03   

The emergency regulations regarding evaluation and eligibility (911 KAR 2:120E), assessment and service planning (911 KAR 2:130E), and coverage and payments (911 KAR 2:200E) have been filed and are effective 1/1/03.  Please note the changes can be identified by the struck through and underlined text.  Click here to view the regulations.  Provisions in these administrative regulations are effective with any services that are provided on or after 1/1/03.  Each regulation includes a summary of the major changes; however, the summary is not an all-inclusive list; therefore, it is imperative to review each regulation in its entirety. 

