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CALL TO ORDER

Chris Corbin called the meeting to order at the Salato Wildlife Center.

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS
WHY ARE WE HERE?

Purpose of the Committee


The purpose of the committee is to advise the Secretary on the collection, analysis and 
distribution of consumer-oriented information related to the health care system, the cost of 
treatment and procedures, outcomes, and quality indicators, and policies and regulations to 
implement the electronic collection and transmission of patient information and other cost-saving 
patient record systems. 

Goal is to provide a report to the Secretary by December 1, 2006. 


HB 278
HB 278 was created as a means to promote access to healthcare to small businesses. One of the main components of the bill is to create a Cabinet Advisory Committee to look at the concept of “transparency” in order to allow consumers to make more informed choices regarding health care. There is a movement across the country to make cost and quality information available. Copies of HB 278 were distributed with the packets provided for the meeting. 
DATA ADVISORY SUBCOMMITTEE

Background
Charles Kendell, Chair of the Data Advisory Committee, provided some background information on the Committee, which has been meeting since 1998. In 1994, HB 250 created the Health Policy Board with a goal of creating a base of data from which to measure cost, quality, and outcomes using this data.  In the spring on 1996, the Health Policy Board was abolished. Staff moved to the Cabinet for Health Services and became the Health Policy Development Branch. SB 343 called for a committee to be appointed to define quality outcomes measurements, advise the Cabinet on technical matters, and interpret data and publish results.  


The Data Advisory Committee began meeting in July 1998 and continues to meet quarterly. 
Membership consists of providers (hospitals), users, universities, and other stakeholders. 


In 2005 with the passage of HB278, the scope broadened to include “dissemination [of cost, quality, and outcomes data] to public, state, and local leaders in health policy, health facilities, and health care providers.”  The Data Advisory Committee will serve as a subcommittee to the Secretary’s Advisory Committee.


UB 92 data collection


The Cabinet contracted with COMPData and the Kentucky Hospital Association for the 
electronic transmission of data. Approximately 600,000 inpatient records per year have been 
submitted since 2000. UB 92 forms are the current method of transmission. 

Chris Corbin asked Charlie Kendell if data is collected from Ambulatory Surgical Centers, as well.  Currently, out-patient data is not collected unless the procedure is performed inside a hospital.  The UB 92 data collected can not be used to track individual patients. Elements collected by the UB 92 include type of service, charge information, and average length of stay. Lawrence Kissner asked how this data can be obtained. Charlie Kendell stated that Mark Fazey is the contact person for obtaining the data. 

Paige Franklin informed the committee that public hospital charge information is available at the Kentucky Hospital Association website for calendar year 2003. 2004 data will soon be available.  Frank Jemley asked if the KHA site was the only way for the public to access this information and Paige stated that it is. 

Marty White inquired if UB 92 collection was used as a means of determining number of births. The most accurate method of gathering this information is by using birth certificates. This does have drawbacks due to the length of time that it takes to receive complete information. 

PRESENTATION

Ben Yandell, Director, Clinical Information Services, gave an overview of the Norton Healthcare 
Quality Report website that went live on March 31. On the website, the hospitals of Norton Healthcare show their patient satisfaction scores and their performance on more than 200 nationally recognized quality indicators and practices. Copies of the slides from Ben’s 
presentation were distributed prior to the meeting. 
Ben Yandell agreed when Pat Padgett asked if he felt that the information contained on the website was used internally.

Larry Bone, Executive Director, Four Rivers Health Care Purchasing Alliance, gave an overview 
of the Four Rivers Health Care Purchasing Alliance. Copies of the slides from this presentation 
were also distributed prior to the meeting.  
The mission of the Four Rivers Health Care Purchasing Alliance is purchasing better and 
smarter 
quality health care through value purchasing and customer satisfaction. There are 26 members of 
the Alliance. Early data was difficult to use because of the many different formats.

NEXT STEPS

Chris Corbin inquired what the next steps of the committee should be. Tom Granatir suggested evaluating other states and what steps they have taken in this area. Taking a look at data sources that already exist was also mentioned. 

Glenn Jennings posed the question of defining “price”. Chris Corbin suggested to Charlie Kendell that the Data Advisory Committee look at Glenn Jenning’s question. 

NEXT MEETING DATES

Chris Corbin asked members if Wednesdays would be suitable for future meetings. He stated that the next meeting of the committee would be in early to mid-March.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.
