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Executive Summary
KRS 216.2929 requires “The Cabinet shall at least annually, on or before October 1, submit a report on the operation and activities of the cabinet under KRS 216.2920 to 216.2929 during the preceding fiscal year, including a copy of each study or report required or authorized under KRS 216.2920 to 216.2929 and any recommendations relating thereto.”  The Office of Health Policy (OHP) within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS) has been charged with ensuring compliance with KRS 216.2920 to 216.2929.  Therefore, this report is submitted in compliance with this requirement.

Cabinet Secretary’s Advisory Committee (SAC)


Pursuant to KRS 216.2923, the Secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services must appoint and convene a permanent cabinet advisory committee.  The committee shall advise the secretary on the collection, analysis, and distribution of consumer-oriented information related to the health care system, the cost of treatment and procedures, outcomes and quality indicators, and policies and regulations to implement the electronic collection and transmission of patient information (e-health) and other cost-saving patient record systems.  The committee met on August 31, 2007 an discussed the following agenda items:  Introduction of new OHP staff, upcoming legislative issues (including regulations), and overview of the Transparency Website (including Inpatient Quality Indicators, Prevention Quality Indicators, incorporation of Medicare Data, and procedural charge data), and an update from the Data Advisory Subcommittee (including the efforts to begin collecting emergency department data in 2008 and collection of Ambulatory data).
Health Services Data Advisory Committee (DAC)


KRS 216.2923 also specifies that the cabinet advisory committee shall utilize the Health Services Data Advisory Committee as a subcommittee….to advise the cabinet on technical matters, including a review of administrative regulations, proper interpretation of the data, and the most cost-efficient manner in which it should be published and disseminated to the public, state and local leaders in health policy, health facilities, and health-care providers.  The committee met on November 1, 2007 and March 5, 2008.  At the November 1 meeting the following agenda items were discussed:  an update on changes required to the data reporting administrative regulation, Patient Safety Indicators, Prevention Quality Indicator Reports, DRG charge data discussion, and Transparency Website updates.  At the March 5 meeting the following addenda items were discussed:  Presentation on Humana’s Transparency Initiative (presented by Dr. Tom James), staff changes, legislative update on HB 44 and SB 183, committee membership, interstate data sharing agreement, and the procurement of emergency department data.  
Health Care Information Center


KRS 216.2923 requires that the Cabinet publish and make available information on charges for health care services and the quality and outcomes of health care services.  KRS 216.2929 also requires CHFS to make available on its Web site information on charges for health care services at least annually in understandable language with sufficient explanation to allow consumers to draw meaningful comparisons between every hospital and ambulatory facility, differentiated by payor if relevant, and for other provider groups as relevant data becomes available.  

In response to these requirements, a web site was developed with information on Inpatient Quality Indicators and Prevention Quality Indicators using measures from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ).  The web site includes a link to hospital charge information provided by the Kentucky Hospital Association and a link to Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ hospital compare web site for quality measure comparisons.  It also contains links to the federal government’s internet home for information and resources related to health care transparency and value-driven health care.  Data about the Inpatient Quality Indicators, Prevention Quality Indicators, and hospital charge information are update annually to include the most recent year’s data available.  The web page may be accessed at http://chfs.ky.gov/ohp/healthdata/ .  
Legislation


During the 2006 Regular Legislative Session, the Executive Branch Budget was passed via HB 380.  Part XXIII, sections 14 through 18, provided language that required “the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to make publicly available information on charges, quality, and outcomes of health care services provided …”  Because this language was included with the budget, it would expire on June 30, 2008.  With the passage of HB 44 during the regular session in 2008, the intent of that language was codified and expiration was no longer an issue.  HB 44 was signed by Governor Beshear on April 11, 2008.  Because most of the language already existed prior to the passage of HB 44, the cabinet had completed implementation.    
Administrative Regulations


KRS 216.2925 requires that the Cabinet for Health and Family Services shall establish by promulgation of administrative regulations those data elements required to be submitted to the cabinet by all licenses hospitals and ambulatory facilities, including a timetable for submission and acceptable data forms.  The acceptable formats for data submission are the Professional 837 (ASC X12N 837) format, the Institutional 837 (ASC X12N 837) format, or its successor as adopted by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  Prior to the implementation of the 837 reporting format by CMS, the standard reporting format was a Universal Billing form, UB-92.  CMS’s adoption of the 837 format was reflected in HB 44 therefore, an amendment to 902 KAR 19:020 was required.  Other changes to the regulation included clarification of the specific providers required to submit data, the specific data elements that must be submitted, and the incorporation by reference of the revised Inpatient and Outpatient Data Coordinator Manual for Kentucky which, is used by facilities required to report.  The Kentucky Hospital Association participated with the Office of Health Policy in drafting language for the amendment.  
Response to Requests for Summary Data and Reports


The following list is representative of summaries and reports that have been requested and disseminated during fiscal year 2007-2008.  Many of these summaries and reports were created in response to requests from researchers, policy makers, and the general public, while others were created at the request of other agencies within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.  The following is a list of the summaries and reports that have been generated by the Office of Health policy using the Kentucky Inpatient Discharge data and the Outpatient Services data.  

1. Hospitalization days by facility and payor type of Medicaid, Medicare, or other; 2007 Annual Hospital Utilization and Services Report (B. Morris, Office of Health Policy, CHFS)

2. Leading twenty-five DRGs by facility Area Development District, 2007 Annual Hospital Utilization Services Report (B. Morris, Office of Health Policy, CHFS)

3. Facility activity by quarter and by patient residency, gender, age group, admission type, length of stay, and primary payor, 2007 Annual Hospital Utilization and Services Report (B. Morris, Office of Health Policy, CHFS)
4. Asthma discharge rates for children ages 0 through 17during the calendar years 2002 through 2006 (T. Grieshop-Goodwin, Kids Count)

5. Obesity Related costs during 2006 (T. Lang, Cincinnati Inquirer)

6. Residents of Trigg County utilizing facilities outside of Trigg county from 2002 to 2006 (G. Franks, Trigg County Hospital)   
7. Staph Infections in specific hospitals from 2002 to 2006 (B. Stinnett, Attorney)

8. Hospital admissions for influenza or pneumonia by Long Term Care residents from July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007 (E. Adkins, State Influenza Coordinator) 
9. Analysis of the population and health care utilization of Bullitt County residents (J. Miller, Secretary, CHFS)
10. Post Operative complications, 2006 (Dr. Polk, Quality Surgical Solutions)

11. AMI admissions through emergency departments and discharge status 2004 through 2006 (E. Kravic, Safe Kids Louisville & Jefferson County, Kosair Children’s Hospital)
12. Asthma patients in 2006 (J. Gulley, MRC/Public Health Coordinator, Montgomery County Health Department)

13. Influenza and Pneumonia by age from 2000 to 2007 (M. Dolores de la Mata, Carol III, University of Madrid, Spain)

14. Heart Disease and Cardiovascular disease by Area Development District, County, and Facility from 2004 through 2007. (R. Alsup, State Health Alliances Director, American Heart Association)

15. Valve Replacement by facility from 2004 through 2006 (S. Fawbush, Newborn Screening/Birth Defect Surveillance, Department of Public Health, CHFS)
16. Ohio Residents in Kentucky LTC Facilities, 2007 Hospital Discharge Data (W. Davis, Ohio Health Plans, Bureau of Long Term Care Facilities)

17. Asthma Related Hospitalizations, 2007 Hospital Discharge Data (T. Jewell, Division of Adult & child Health Improvement)

18. Influenza/Pneumonia Hospitalizations, 2007 Hospital Discharge Data (C. Kendell, Undersecretary for Health)

19. Alzheimer Hospitalizations, 2007 Hospital Discharge Data (C. Sparks, Prevention & Quality Improvement)
20. Diabetes Hospitalizations, 2007 Hospital Discharge Data (T. Wood, Division of Prevention and Quality Improvement)

21. Nursing Home Populations, 2006 LTC Annual Services Report (M. Fordham, LRC)

22. Psychiatric Hospitalizations, 2004 and 2005 Hospital Discharge Data (M. Kremer, Seven Counties Services, Inc.)

23. Near Drowning Hospitalizations, 2002 - 2007 Hospital Discharge Data (H. Enlow, Kentucky Radon Program)
24. Obesity Related Procedures, 2006 Hospital Discharge Data (B. Crace, Office of Communications)
25. Pelvic Inflammatory Disease Hospitalizations, 2007 Hospital Discharge Data (S. White, STD Control, Public Health)

26. Hospitalization due to Poisoning, 2005 – 2006 Hospital Discharge Data (P. Rupinen, Substance Abuse Prevention Branch)
27. Cardiac and Asthma Hospitalizations, 2001 – 2006 Hospital Discharge data (S. Lee, Kentucky Center for Smoke-free Policy)

28. Hospitalizations due to Sunburn (Ages 0-12), 2007 Hospital Discharge Data (B. Crace, Office of Communications)

29. Cardiovascular Hospitalizations, 2005 – 2006 Hospital Discharge Data (A. Richardson, University of Louisville)
Public Use Data Sets


The Office of Health Policy creates public use data sets for each calendar year for inpatient discharges and for outpatient services (ambulatory surgery and mammograms), which are available for purchase by interested parties for $1,500 each.  Complete or partial data sets are provided to qualified researchers or other state agencies free of charge.  Both the inpatient discharge data set and the outpatient services (ambulatory surgery) data set are also provided to the Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (H-CUP), a nationwide health data collection and analysis effort sponsored by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ).  Inpatient discharge data are included in H-Cup’s Nationwide Inpatient Sample (NIS), together with similar data from thirty-seven other H-CUP partner states.  Data from these state inpatient databases are also extracted and included in H-CUP’s Kids’ Inpatient Database (KID).  As part of this project, Kentucky inpatient data is included in H-CUPnet, an interactive, web-accessible service which enables public access and comparison of H-CUP state partner data.  Kentucky is also one of 27 state contributors of outpatient services (ambulatory surgery) data to H-CUP’s State Ambulatory Surgery Data base.


Prior to receiving a public use data set, an Agreement for Use of Kentucky Health Claims Data Agreement must be signed.  This agreement was modeled after a similar document used by the H-CUP project and has been approved by the Health Services Data Advisory Committee.  This agreement prohibits the recipients from selling raw or summary data and tasks the recipient with maintaining the confidentiality of the data.  

During this reporting period, the Office of Health Policy received $30,000 from the sale of Public Use Data Sets.  

The following list of Public Use Data Set users illustrates the diversity of application of Kentucky hospital discharge data and outpatient services data.

1. Inpatient discharge data set, 2006 (Jay Christian, Markey Cancer Control Program)

2. Inpatient discharge data set for residents of specific counties (Nancy Park, Federal Trade Commission)

3. Inpatient discharge data from 2000 to 2007 (Scott Bowden, Disaster Preparedness Epidemiologist, Northern Kentucky Health Department)

4. Inpatient discharge data for Jefferson County residents from 2005 to 2007 (Sheila Anderson, Office of Policy and Planning, Louisville Metro Department of Public Health and Wellness)

5. Inpatient discharge and outpatient services datasets, 2006 (AHRQ Healthcare cost and Utilization Project)

6. Inpatient discharge and outpatient services datasets, 2006 – Motor vehicle and other accident studies (M. Singleton, Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center)
7. Inpatient discharge dataset, 2006 (T. Jewell, Epidemiologist, Maternal and Child Health, Department of Public Health, CHFS)

8. Inpatient discharge dataset, 2006 (H. Hartman, Aspen Health Care Metrics)
9. Seventeen sets of Kentucky’s public use inpatient data and outpatient services files were also purchased for various activities through H-CUP Project’s Central Distributor
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