
CONSENT/AUTHORIZATION FOR SERVICES

A general consent is required for each person prior to clinical/personal health service provision. In the clinic, the general consent is obtained as part of the registration process. In a satellite setting, a consent may focus on dental preventive services only.   The signed consent is valid for one year from date signed. (See PSRS Section of AR Volume II for the Registration, Authorizations, Certifications and Consents Form.)  A general consent statement will be reviewed and signed by the patient, parent, or legal guardian.  This consent will cover all general medical services. 

When providing health services, it is essential that the health professional ensure to the extent possible that the patient, parent, or legal guardian fully understands the treatment being provided.

With any procedure or treatment of a patient, there are certain risks that are present.  It is the duty of the medical professionals to be aware of the risks and inform the patient of the procedure to be performed, acceptable alternative procedures or treatments and substantial risks and hazards inherent in the proposed treatments or procedures, which are recognized among other health care providers who perform similar treatments or procedures.  (KRS 304.40-320)

Informed Consent MUST be completed and signature obtained by the medical or dental staff    person providing the service.  This consent must be signed and dated by the patient/parent/legal  

   guardian.

   “Informed consent” comprises seven (7) basic elements.  To help remember these elements,  

    think of the word “BRAIDED”:

· Benefits of the procedure or service.

· Risks of the procedure or service.

· Alternatives to the drug, procedure, service.

· Inquiries about the procedure or service are the patient’s, parent’s or legal representative’s right and responsibility.

· Decision to refuse the procedure and service without penalty is the patient’s, parent’s, or legal representative’s right.
· Explanation of the procedure or service is owed the patient, parent or legal representative.

· Documentation that the health professional has covered each of the previous six points, usually by use of a consent form or statement.

Per 201 KAR 8:562 Section 15 (5), (c) 3., the patient, parent or guardian of a student receiving dental hygiene services must acknowledge that the services are being provided by a Registered Dental Hygienist and that a Licensed Dentist is not on the premises during the services.
LHDs may choose to provide “Oral health screenings”; if so, and that is the only reason the patient has presented to the LHD, then a Consent for Medical Services is not required.  However, if the patient receives fluoride varnish or any other personal health service, a Consent for Medical Services is required.
LHDs may choose to accept the consent of an adult non-parent having custody (other than legal custody) of a child if the LHD is satisfied there is no risk of being in conflict with parental decision-making.  Reasonable efforts to obtain consent and needed medical information should be documented.
Consent Form for Services for Satellite Site includes the collection of pertinent medical and dental histories of the patient as provided by the parent or legal guardian.

