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The 2012 revised Hazard Communication Standard, 29 CFR 1910.1200, was updated to use a uniformly oriented approach for classifying chemicals.  Two significant changes of the 2012 revised standard are new labeling requirements aligned with the GHS  (or Globally Harmonized System) of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals and a standardized format for the SDSs or Safety Data Sheets (previously MSDS).


Important Deadlines:
1. Training on the new format must be complete by December 1, 2013.
1. MSDSs will have a new 16 point format that includes pictograms starting June 1, 2015. 
1. By December 1, 2015, vendors will have to ship all chemicals using the new format. The new MSDS format will be called SDS (Safety Data Sheets).
1. A SDS must be maintained from each chemical vendor
1. All MSDSs need to be updated in record books by June 1, 2016.


Free Employee Training:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vCI7XXExs7s (approximately 19 minutes long)

Explains the new GHS format for Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) adopted by OSHA when they revised their hazard communication standard in 2012. Employers must provide training on this particular topic to their workers by no later than December 1, 2013. Free for employers to use for worker training, compliments of OSHA Training Services Inc. 

IMPORTANT: Local health departments must have employees sign a training acknowledgement form to acknowledge the completion of this hazard communication update.



OSHA Resources:

· https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3493QuickCardSafetyDataSheet.pdf

· https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3642.pdf

· [bookmark: _GoBack]www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html
