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CALL TO ORDER

Tricia Okeson called the meeting to order at the Salato Wildlife Center.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Tricia welcomed the committee and guests.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes from the February 2, 2006 meeting were approved as presented. 
PRESENTATION
Web-based Elective Surgery Reports (CHFS Transparency – Phase 1) Mark Fazey 
presented sample reports he had created using elective surgery data taken from the UB92 hospital data. Data for the most often performed procedures from July 2004 through June 2005 was used for the reports. Medians and percentiles were utilized. The information was extracted then imported into a spreadsheet. Basic explanatory notes are included in the spreadsheet. The use of notes is anticipated for the website.
Dr. John Lewis asked about the definition of the “charge” being used in the reports. Mark stated that the numbers are actual bill charges taken from UB92. This does not reflect the actual payment amount.
Mark solicited suggestions regarding whether a summary for 20 cases or less should be included or if they should be left out entirely. Ben Yandell suggested summarizing those cases in order not to lose the numbers. 

Ben also suggested presenting data using each severity level and not including data for “all” severity levels. 
This analysis mirrors KHA’s data except OHP are using elective procedures, rather than DRGs.  RDRG severity levels are the same as those used by the Kentucky Hospital Association. 

There was some discussion on whether charge data was the appropriate information to release.  Mark presented a way to estimate the costs which is also problematic. The consensus of the committee was that while releasing charge data has its problems, it is more important to release some data. Ultimately, the group recommended not including data related to the cost/charge ratio that is included in CompData.
Tim Marcum suggested hospitals be able to include self-pay and charity policies on OHP Transparency website.

Phase One of the website will include static tables making information available in a timely manner.  OHP will collaborate with KHA in order to compliment each other.

Dr. Lewis suggested age-adjusting the data as well.  
Paul Sinkhorn asked if hospitals would be able to review data before it goes live. Chris stated that per legislation, they will have 30 days to review data.

NEW BUSINESS
Chris Corbin gave an update on 2006 legislation.  There were three bills significant to transparency introduced in the 2006 session.   Transparency was brought to the forefront during this legislative session.  Senator Tom Burch is a strong supporter.  HB622 and HB445 both contained similar language on transparency.  Neither bill passed independently but the language was included in HB380, the budget bill, which has passed.  The bill provides a structure for using quality indicators and specific sections were included in the meeting packets.  Trish stated that additional sections of HB 380 regarding data collection would be sent to members. Chris encouraged members to read HB 380.

The American Hospital Association is also working on requirements for states to work with insurers to provide information to consumers.

OLD BUSINESS
The Secretary’s Data Committee on Transparency met on March 28, 2006. The meeting was very productive and there was good dialogue. The next Committee meeting will be held in September. A website prototype will be made available prior to the meeting. OHP have been working with internal sources to make this happen.  

Copies of the data use agreement, along with changes suggested by Carol Ireson and Wayne Higgins were distributed prior to the meeting. 

The committee discussed a mechanism to release UB-92 data to the Schools and Colleges of Public Health in the state.  Tim Marcum asked if there would be a charge for the dataset. Mark answered that there is currently no charge if the data is released to an academic institution.  Dr. Lewis mentioned difficulty in controlling the flow of data. Carol Ireson stated that this issue is covered by bullet #2 and #3 of the data agreement.  It was suggested to include the second section of the H-CUP Data Use agreement regarding HIPAA.  Carol Ireson also suggested that if a student is requesting the dataset, approval should be received from a faculty member. 

KHA will release data on Quality Indicators for review within the next two weeks.  Paige Clements is checking on the status of the ER pilot study and how the data can be accessed.
COMMITTEE HOUSEKEEPING
Meeting dates, time, and location for the remainder of 2006 were approved as follows:
Thursday, August 3, and Thursday, November 2, 1:30-4:00 PM, Salato Wildlife Center, Frankfort, KY
COMMENTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC
Trish stated that the Healthy Kentuckians 2010 Mid-Decade Review is now available and can be accessed through the Public Health website at http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/hk2010MidDecade.htm
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 3:08 p.m.

Page 2 of 4

