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Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Program News:
· The next Tobacco Coordinators conference call is scheduled for December 4th, 2012 at 9:30am EST.  The scheduled topic is “Cessation Services: Cooper Clayton and Quit Now Kentucky”.
 
Call-in Information
For audio please use the following call-in information:  1-866-889-3903  passcode 515701#
To access Live Meeting use the following link: https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/cc-chfs/join?id=62KCP5&role=attend&pw=R%3Bp%3F4%3C%218M (after opening link click “Join” when prompted)
  New document upload features in Catalyst.  Please see details below.
1.      When entering a new (or editing an old) journal item you have the option to upload one document (Word, Excel, PDF, JPG) to association with the journal entry.
2.      If you want to upload a document use the “Brows” button to find the item on your local computer to upload and then use the “Upload File” button to complete the upload.
3.      When this completes successfully you will then have new links to either “view” or “delete” the uploaded document.
4.      You still must use the “Update” button to save the journal entry.  You will then see a blue checkmark in the Journal list below indicating a document is associated with the journal item.  Don’t miss this step!
 
  If you have Catalyst questions use the below contacts:  
• Passwords - email Irene Centers at irene.centers@ky.gov  
• General questions - email Bobbye Gray at bobbye.gray@ky.gov 
 

· We now have the new Quit Now Kentucky brochures and business cards in English.  If you would like to receive these items please send an email to Bobbye.Gray@ky.gov with quantity and which items you would like.  We also have some Smoke Free window clings.

Action Items:
  Reminder: Please email date/time/location of any upcoming Cooper Clayton Classes to Mark Sizemore at mark.sizemore@ky.gov so they can be updated on the Health Promotions/Tobacco Program website.  Please note that counties that have a large number of Cooper Clayton Classes may be listed as a separate link.
Local/State News:
· Commission recommends upping Kentucky's cigarette tax by 40 cents: FRANKFORT — A commission that has spent the better part of a year evaluating Kentucky's tax system recommended a 40-cent increase in the cigarette tax on Monday but no increase in the 6 percent sales tax.

For More Information: http://www.kentucky.com/2012/11/19/2414626/commission-recommends-upping-kentuckys.html
  Leaders in Health and Business invite you to the Smoke-Free Kentucky Forum Series (see Invitation to Forums attachment)
 
Sponsored by: 
Kentucky Public Health Association, Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, Kentucky Voices for Health, Kentucky Health Departments Association, and Smoke-free Kentucky
Kentucky’s leading health and business organizations invite you and other community leaders to attend a smoke-free forum near you.  Hear how you can join the effort to eliminate secondhand smoke from all indoor worksites and public places.  We need your help to protect all workers from secondhand smoke, improve Kentucky’s business image and lower health care costs related to tobacco use.  
Tuesday, November 27th 
Lourdes Hospital, Borders Conference Room, 1530 Lone Oak Road, Paducah, KY 42003 
Breakfast Forum: 8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m. CST 
Please RSVP to betsyjanes@ymail.com or call 502-797-0638 
There is no cost to attend the forums and meals will be provided.

· 2013 KCSP Spring Conference: Save the Date!
Please save the date for KCSP’s annual Spring Conference. Planned are all new interactive sessions and a focus on promoting adherence with smoke-free policies wherever you live! 

What: Achieve Smoke-free: Takin’ It to the Streets

When: Thursday, April 18, 2013

Where: Central Baptist Hospital Lexington, KY

National News:
· CDC: Airports that Allow Smoking Pose Health Risks: Ventilation at five major U.S. airports with designated smoking areas does not protect passengers from the health risks of secondhand smoke, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention warns Tuesday. The CDC, in its first study comparing air quality at airports with and without smoke-fee policies, finds that pollution levels adjacent (within a meter or 39 inches) to smoking areas are five times higher than levels at airports that entirely ban smoking.

For More Information: http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2012/11/20/cdc-airports-smoking-risks/1716785/
· Obama Administration Gives Smokers A Way Out Of Higher Insurance Premiums: The Obama administration on Tuesday effectively nullified a provision of the federal health law that would have allowed insurers in the small group market to charge smokers up to 50 percent more than nonsmokers.  Under the proposed regulation, employees who use tobacco can avoid paying those higher premiums if they participate in a program to quit. The regulation also allows states to eliminate higher rates for smokers altogether.

For More Information: http://gantdaily.com/2012/11/20/obama-administration-gives-smokers-a-way-out-of-higher-insurance-premiums/
· Global tobacco treaty concluded in Seoul: Government delegates from across the world, meeting in Seoul, Korea, have adopted the illicit trade protocol of the global tobacco treaty, the world’s first public health and corporate accountability treaty, but not without a fight from Big Tobacco.

For More Information: http://asiasentinel.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4983&Itemid=194
Other Items of Interest:
· I wanna be in your gang: 'Uncool' teenagers take up smoking to fit in with their peers: Films and old TV shows may have portrayed smokers as part of the high school elite, but research has shown it is the 'nerds' who are most likely to pick up the habit.

For More Information: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2236280/Uncool-teenagers-smoking-fit-peers.html
· Can't stop? Smoking less helps: Countless studies demonstrate the virtues of complete smoking cessation, including a lowered risk of disease, increased life expectancy, and an improved quality of life. But health professionals acknowledge that quitting altogether can be a long and difficult road, and only a small percentage succeed.

For More Information: http://www.sciencecodex.com/cant_stop_smoking_less_helps-102370
· Tax the smokers — again: NEARLY EVERY state plus the District has raised its cigarette tax in the last dozen or so years, and many have raised it more than once. Maryland has done more than most: Since 1999, the state has increased the levy on cigarettes three times, more than quintupling the rate, which now stands at $2 per pack.

For More Information: http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/tax-the-smokers—again/2012/11/18/2d95c36e-2f61-11e2-a30e-5ca76eeec857_story.html
· Teenage hookah smoking rates must be reduced, experts say: While the lion's share of youth anti-smoking efforts has focused on cigarettes, a new report in the CDC journal Preventing Chronic Disease suggests more needs to be done to reduce the number of teens smoking flavored tobacco from hookahs.

For More Information: http://www.latimes.com/health/boostershots/la-heb-teenage-hookah-smoking-rates-must-be-reduced-say-public-health-experts-20121116,0,861966.story
· Smoking During Pregnancy Impacts Offspring’s Reading Skills: Yet another adverse outcome of smoking during pregnancy has been reported. In addition to serious outcomes, such as stillbirth, preterm birth, and miscarriage, offspring of mother’s who smoke during pregnancy were found to have lower reading scores in school. A team of international researchers published their findings online on November 5 in the Journal of Pediatrics.

For More Information: http://www.emaxhealth.com/11306/smoking-during-pregnancy-impacts-offsprings-reading-skills
· Video: UCSF's Stanton A. Glantz, PhD, professor of medicine and director of the UCSF Center for Tobacco Control Research and Education, discusses the evolution of health warning labels on cigarette packs.

See the video at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1KHSXLIR1k
· A new state-by-state report from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration shows a significant decrease in adolescent smoking in most states during the past decade. Read the report HERE.
· Three new notable studies:

Homeless former smokers' interest in helping homeless current smokers quit
Addressing weight gain in smoking cessation treatment: a randomized controlled trial
Cigarette Warning Label Policy Alternatives and Smoking-Related Health Disparities 
· The American Cancer Society has a new infographic:   Tobacco - The True Cost of Smoking. 

Webinars:
· Webinar: November Election Results: Implications for Tobacco Control

Wednesday, November 28, 2012 at 3:00-4:30pm Eastern Time

Presented by the Tobacco Control Network (TCN), this webinar will provide highlights from the 2012 federal and state election results and their implications for the FDA’s future tobacco work, key state election results that could affect tobacco control, and the outcomes of the ballot initiatives in Missouri and North Dakota.  This is an opportunity to learn about new political trends (and little known facts) that will help us plan our future tobacco control program and policy strategies. Click here for more information.

· Webinar: Meaningful Use and Tobacco Cessation: What You Need to Know 

December 14 at 12:00 - 1:15pm Eastern time

Partnership for Prevention/ActionToQuit will co-sponsor an educational webinar with the University of Wisconsin’s Center for Tobacco Research & Intervention and the Multi-State Collaborative for Health System Change. The featured presenters will be Farzad Mostashari, MD, Director of the Office of the National Coordinator of Health Information Technology, and Michael Fiore, MD, Director, University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health Center for Tobacco Research and Intervention. A registration flyer will be sent to A2Q Network members later this month. Please feel free to forward the flyer to colleagues – the program is free of charge and open to all.
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HOW DO SMOKE-FREE LAWS
IMPACT YOUR BOTTOM LINE?

KENTUCKY'S HEALTH AND BUSINESS LEADERS INVITE YOU TO LEARN HOW
SMOKE-FREE LAWS BENEFIT THE ECONOMY AS WELL AS PUBLIC HEALTH.
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Kentucky’s leading health and business organizations invite you and other community
leaders to attend a smoke-free forum near you. Hear how you can join the effort
to eliminate secondhand smoke from all indoor worksites and public places.
We need your help to protect all workers from secondhand smoke, improve
Kentucky’s business image and lower health care costs related to tobacco use.

SPEAKERS

Dr. Stephanie Mayfield, Commissioner, Kentucky Department for Public Health
& State and Local Business Leaders

DATES
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH

River Park Center in the Berry Theater, 101 Daviess Street, Owensboro, KY 42303
Dinner Forum: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. CST

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH

Lourdes Hospital, Borders Conf. Room, 1530 Lone Oak Road, Paducah, KY 42003
Breakfast Forum: 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. CST

Visit our campaign at www.smokefreekentucky.org or http://www.facebook.com/smokefreeky

Please RSVP betsyjanes@ymail.com or call 502-797-0638
There is no charge to attend the forums and a light meal will be provided at no cost.







