December 2006
December 2006 Newsletter
21st Annual Parent/Professional Conference
March 2 - 4, 2007 in Lexington, Kentucky

District Early Intervention Council (DEIC) Meetings Minutes

· Barren River DEIC Minutes Nov 06 

· Bluegrass DEIC Minutes Sept 06 

· Cumberland Valley DEIC Minutes Dec 06 

· Lincoln Trail DEIC Minutes Aug 06
November 2006
State Interagency Coordinating Council
2007 meeting dates announced
September 2006 Meeting Minutes
November Newsletter
District Early Intervention Council Minutes added:

· Barren River DEIC Minutes Sept 06 

· Big Sandy DEIC Minutes Sept 06 

· Buffalo Trace DEIC Minutes May 06 

· Buffalo Trace DEIC Minutes Sept 06 

· Pennyrile DEIC Minutes Dec 05 

· Pennyrile DEIC Minutes March 06 

· Pennyrile DEIC Minutes June 06 

· Pennyrile DEIC Minutes Sept 06 

· Purchase DEIC Minutes Dec 05 

· Purchase DEIC Minutes Jan 06 

· Purchase DEIC Minutes March 06 

· Purchase DEIC Minutes May 06 

· Purchase DEIC Minutes July 06 

· Purchase DEIC Minutes Sept 06
October 2006
Question of the Month - Each month the Department for Public Health will pose a Question of the Month to our valued providers. By answering the monthly questions you are giving useful feedback to the administration of First Steps. View and answer the question by clicking this link: Question of the Month 

October 2006 Newsletter
FAQs about Billing Insurance
Please click the following links to complete First Steps Technical, Training, and Satisfaction Surveys (these links deactivated after November 1, 2006):
Technical Assistance Survey
Training Survey
Satisfaction Survey
Information and registration for the Kentucky Speech-Language-Hearing Association Fall Workshop
Kentucky Interagency Coordinating Council Minutes added:

· ICC May 2006 Minutes 

· ICC July 2006 Minutes
District Early Intervention Council Minutes added:

· Bluegrass DEIC Minutes May 06 

· Cumberland Valley DEIC Minutes Sept 06 

· Fivco DEIC Minutes June 06 

· Gateway DEIC Minutes Aug 06 

· Green River DEIC Minutes June 06 

· Kentucky River DEIC Minutes Sept 06 

· KIPDA DEIC Minutes June 06 

· KIPDA DEIC Minutes July 06
September 2006
First Steps is experiencing severe provider shortages in many areas of the state.  Please contact the local Program Consultant for the district in which you are willing to serve or contact Sarah Walker at Central Office (502) 564-3756 ext. 3742.

Question of the Month - Each month the Department for Public Health will pose a Question of the Month to our valued providers. By answering the monthly questions you are giving useful feedback to the administration of First Steps. View and answer the question by clicking this link: Question of the Month 

Infant & Toddler Coordinators Association Newsletter
Policies, Procedure & Regulations Link added:
Assistive Technology Order Form
Information for Families Link added:
Kentucky Early Childhood Transition Project Step by Step Guide - Spanish version
Important All Providers: If you have not renewed your contract, please review the information under June 2006 on the Administrative Update link.

All Providers - Please review the following letters re:
CBIS cut off dates
National Provider Identifier
Please click the following links to complete First Steps Technical, Training, and Satisfaction Surveys (after clicking DONE, simply x out of the survey monkey page) Please complete each survey:
Technical Assistance Survey
Training Survey
Satisfaction Survey
District Early Intervention Council Minutes added:

· Gateway DEIC Minutes June '06  

· Big Sandy DEIC Minutes July '06
August 2006
August Newsletter

Question of the Month - Each month the Department for Public Health will pose a Question of the Month to our valued providers. By answering the monthly questions you are giving useful feedback to the administration of First Steps. View and answer the question by clicking this link: Question of the Month 

The September Service Coordinator Quarterly Meeting schedule has been revised for certain districts due to a required training for Technical Assistance Teams in Frankfort on Sept. 7.  Please review the revised Service Coordinator Quarterly Meeting Schedule.
Important All Providers: If you have not renewed your contract, please review the information under June 2006 on the Administrative Update link.

Reminder to All PSCs:  Summer time is upon us - and that means vacation time!  As a reminder, a temporary suspension request can be approved for vacation time, as long as there will not be any visits by the therapists during that entire calendar month. Please keep in mind that temporary suspensions for vacation time needs to be submitted in advance- they cannot be retroactivated.  If you have any questions, feel free to call Lisa Dorman, family share administrator, at (502) 564-3756 ext. 4050. 

Provider Training, Workshops and Conferences:
This link has been revised to reflect changes in Orientation training dates

District Early Intervention Council
Contact information for new chairs/co-chairs added for Purchase and Lincoln Trail districts

District Early Intervention Council Minutes added:

· Big Sandy DEIC Minutes May 06 

· Lincoln Trail DEIC Minutes Feb 06 

· Lincoln Trail DEIC Minutes April 06 

· Lincoln Trail DEIC Minutes June 06
July 2006
July Newsletter
Question of the Month - Each month the Department for Public Health will pose a Question of the Month to our valued providers. By answering the monthly questions you are giving useful feedback to the administration of First Steps. View and answer the question by clicking this link: Question of the Month 

Publications link
Developmental Information Brochure - 
Spanish version added
Developmental Information Brochure - 
contact information updated on English versions

Page 8 of the Family Rights Handbook, English version has been revised to include the page number on the correct page. The handbook can be downloaded on the Information for Families link and the Policies, Procedure & Regulations link

State Staff List and Point of Entry List have both been updated.

Important All Providers: If you have not renewed your contract, please review the information under June 2006 on the Administrative Update link.

REMINDER TO ALL PSCs:  Summer time is upon us - and that means vacation time!  As a reminder, a temporary suspension request can be approved for vacation time, as long as there will not be any visits by the therapists during that entire calendar month. Please keep in mind that temporary suspensions for vacation time needs to be submitted in advance- they can not be retroactivated.  If you have any questions, feel free to call Lisa Dorman, family share administrator, at (502) 564-3756 ext. 4050. 

Provider Training, Workshops and Conferences:

· Listening for Life -  One-day workshop Aug. 11 

· Infant Toddler Institute 2006 Aug 9 - 11

District Early Intervention Council Minutes added:

· Bluegrass DEIC Minutes March 06 

· Cumberland Valley DEIC Minutes June 2006 

· FIVCO DEIC Minutes March 2006 

· Gateway DEIC Minutes April 2006 

· Green River DEIC Minutes April 2006 

· KIPDA DEIC Minutes April 2006 

· KIPDA DEIC Minutes May 2006
June 2006
First Steps is experiencing severe provider shortages in many areas of the state. Please contact the local Program Consultant for the district in which you are willing to serve or contact Sarah Walker at the First Steps Central Office (502) 564-3756 ext. 3742.

May Newsletter
Preparation and Retention of Evaluation Personnel using Networking and Education Technology (PREPNET) is a Web site for child evaluators in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Most information contained in the site is also open for public review. The site contains information on current events, training, system developments and child eligibility. There is also a sequence of questions and answers. This site is still under construction, so please check back often for new updates. This link will be added under "Links" on the First Steps homepage.

Kentucky Early Intervention's Interagency Coordinating Council is currently accepting nominations for the Marge Allen Spirit Award and the Jim Henson Award. Both awards will be given at the Infant Toddler Institute in August. Read more about the awards and download nomination forms here: Award Nomination Form 2006.

Important All Providers: 

Read the Renewal Notification regarding 2007-2008 contracts. 
New Forms are now available:

· RF-8 Instructions 

· RF-8 First Steps Provider Agreement Electronic Media Addendum 

· RF-6 Provider Enrollment Form 

· RF-6 Instructions 

· RF-5 Instructions 

· RF-5 Provider Agreement- please note this form has been modified to include the following: 
(2) "and agrees to serve all geographic areas of the counties indicated on the approved Form 6." Example: If you have Fayette County listed on Form 6, you are agreeing to provide services to all parts of Fayette County.
(14) "Agrees to establish and maintain fax accessibility and agrees to keep ACH apprised of a current fax number." Example: This will require a dedicated fax line or fax accessibility during business hours without prior phone call.
Please review number (8) on the contract, as it has come to our attention this is not being followed.  Current contact information is extremely important.

REMINDER TO ALL PSCs:  Summer time is approaching - and that means vacation time!  As a reminder, a temporary suspension request can be approved for vacation time, as long as there will not be any visits by the therapists during that entire calendar month. Please keep in mind that temporary suspensions for vacation time needs to be submitted in advance- they can not be retroactivated.  If you have any questions, feel free to call Lisa Dorman, family share administrator, at (502) 564-3756 ext. 4050. 

Provider Training, Workshops and Conferences:

· Listening for Life -  One-day workshop Aug. 11 

· Infant Toddler Institute 2006 Aug 9 - 11

Provider needs updated for the following districts:

· Bluegrass 

· Cumberland Valley 

· Kentucky River 

· KIPDA 

· Lake Cumberland 

· Lincoln Trail 

· Purchase

District Early Intervention Committee Minutes added:

· Big Sandy DEIC Minutes March 06 

· KIPDA DEIC Minutes Jan 06 

· KIPDA DEIC Minutes Feb 06 

· KIPDA DEIC Minutes March 06 

· Northern Ky DEIC Minutes April 06
May 2006
May Newsletter
Kentucky Early Intervention's Interagency Coordinating Council is currently accepting nominations for the Marge Allen Spirit Award and the Jim Henson Award. Both awards will be given at the Infant Toddler Institute in August. Read more about the awards and download nomination forms here: Award Nomination Form 2006.

Important All Providers: 

Read the Renewal Notification regarding 2007-2008 contracts. 
New Forms are now available:

· RF-8 Instructions 

· RF-8 First Steps Provider Agreement Electronic Media Addendum 

· RF-6 Provider Enrollment Form 

· RF-6 Instructions 

· RF-5 Instructions 

· RF-5 Provider Agreement- please note this form has been modified to include the following: 
(2) "and agrees to serve all geographic areas of the counties indicated on the approved Form 6." Example: If you have Fayette County listed on Form 6, you are agreeing to provide services to all parts of Fayette County.
(14) "Agrees to establish and maintain fax accessibility and agrees to keep ACH apprised of a current fax number." Example: This will require a dedicated fax line or fax accessibility during business hours without prior phone call.
Please review number (8) on the contract, as it has come to our attention this is not being followed.  Current contact information is extremely important.

REMINDER TO ALL PSCs:  Summer time is approaching - and that means VACATION TIME!  As a reminder, a Temporary Suspension request CAN be approved for vacation time, as long as there will not be ANY visits by the THERAPISTS during that ENTIRE calendar month. Please keep in mind that Temporary Suspensions for vacation time needs to be submitted IN ADVANCE - they can not be retroactivated.  If you have any questions, feel free to call Lisa Dorman, Family Share Administrator, at 502-564-3756 ext. 4050. 

Provider Training, Workshops and Conferences:

· Kentucky Infant Toddler-Technical Assistance Project
Statewide Training for First Steps providers across Kentucky serving infants and toddlers with sensory impairments. Contact Emily Lomax, Coordinator via email at elomax@thehearinginstitute.org or phone at 1-866-239-4589 to register for the two day training on June 8th and 9th in Louisville  

· Listening for Life -  One-day workshop Aug. 11 

· Infant Toddler Institute 2006 Aug 9 - 11

Provider needs updated for the following districts:

· KIPDA 

· Purchase

April 2006
Important All Providers: 

Read the Renewal Notification regarding 2007-2008 contracts. 
New Forms are now available:

· RF-8 Instructions 

· RF-8 First Steps Provider Agreement Electronic Media Addendum 

· RF-6 Provider Enrollment Form 

· RF-6 Instructions 

· RF-5 Instructions 

· RF-5 Provider Agreement- please note this form has been modified to include the following: 
(2) "and agrees to serve all geographic areas of the counties indicated on the approved Form 6." Example: If you have Fayette County listed on Form 6, you are agreeing to provide services to all parts of Fayette County.
(14) "Agrees to establish and maintain fax accessibility and agrees to keep ACH apprised of a current fax number." Example: This will require a dedicated fax line or fax accessibility during business hours without prior phone call.
Please review number (8) on the contract, as it has come to our attention this is not being followed.  Current contact information is extremely important.

REMINDER TO ALL PSCs:  Summer time is approaching - and that means VACATION TIME!  As a reminder, a Temporary Suspension request CAN be approved for vacation time, as long as there will not be ANY visits by the THERAPISTS during that ENTIRE calendar month. Please keep in mind that Temporary Suspensions for vacation time needs to be submitted IN ADVANCE - they can not be retroactivated.  If you have any questions, feel free to call Lisa Dorman, Family Share Administrator, at 502-564-3756 ext. 4050. Thanks!

Point of Entry Contact List updated

Central Billing and Information System Link added to home page

Provider Training, Workshops and Conferences:

· Kentucky Infant Toddler-Technical Assistance Project
Regional and Statewide Training for First Steps providers across Kentucky serving infants and toddlers with sensory impairments. Contact Emily Lomax, Coordinator via email at elomax@thehearinginstitute.org or phone at 1-866-239-4589 to register for either the one day training in West Liberty on April 21st or the in depth two day training on June 8th and 9th in Louisville  

· Listening for Life -  One-day workshop Aug. 11 

· Infant Toddler Institute 2006 Aug 9 - 11

District Early Intervention Councils (DEIC)
Minutes added:

· Northern Ky DEIC Minutes Jan 06 

· Bluegrass DEIC Minutes Nov 05 

· Kentucky River DEIC Minutes March 06 

· Lake Cumberland DEIC Minutes March 06 

· Fivco DEIC Minutes Nov 05 

· Fivco DEIC Minutes Dec 05 

· Barren River DEIC Minutes March 06 

· Gateway DEIC Minutes Feb 06
District Early Intervention Councils (DEIC)
Chairs/Co-Chairs contact information updated:

· Lake Cumberland Co-Chairs 

· Cumberland Valley Chair 

· FIVCO Chair

State Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) Bylaws - added

Provider needs updated for the following districts:

· Lincoln Trail 

· KIPDA

March 2006
Important All Providers: 

Read the Renewal Notification regarding 2007-2008 contracts.  Please note the new forms that need to be used to renew your contract will not be available until April 1st.

The First Steps Annual State Application 2006 is available for review and public comment.  CHFS will accept comment from Feb. 26 to March 26.  Send all written comments to Meredith Brown, Part C Coordinator, CHFS/DPH, 275 E. Main St., HS2W-C, Frankfort, KY 40621.

Also new in March:

Provider Training, Workshops and Conferences

· Premature Infants and Early Intervention Services Workshop - March 23 

· Kentucky Infant Toddler-Technical Assistance Project
Regional and Statewide Training for First Steps providers across Kentucky serving infants and toddlers with sensory impairments. Contact Emily Lomax, Coordinator via email at elomax@thehearinginstitute.org or phone at 1-866-239-4589 to register for either the one day training in West Liberty on April 21st or the in depth two day training on June 8th and 9th in Louisville  

· Listening for Life -  One-day workshop Aug. 11

State Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) January Minutes approved:

ICC January 2006 Meeting Minutes
Infant Toddler Institute 2006
February 2006
The Cabinet for Health and Family Services announces that the First Steps Annual State Application 2006 is available for review and public comment.  The Cabinet for Health and Family Services will take public comment from Feb. 26, 2006 through March 26, 2006.  Send all written comments to Meredith Brown, Part C Coordinator, CHFS/DPH, 275 E. Main St., HS2W-C, Frankfort, KY 40621.

Developmental Information Brochure - Spanish version
Attention Providers:  The translation department at the Cabinet for Health and Family Services has informed First Steps administrative staff that the Spanish version of the Developmental Information Brochure should not be used due to inappropriate translation.  This brochure has been available on the Web site under the publications link and distributed by the Point of Entries.  Please discontinue using the Spanish version of this brochure.  A corrected Spanish version will be available soon.

District Early Intervention Council (DEIC) Link - Minutes added

Buffalo Trace DEIC Minutes July 2005
Buffalo Trace DEIC Minutes November 2005
Gateway DEIC Minutes December 2005
Green River DEIC Minutes December 2005
Green River DEIC Minutes February 2006
KIPDA DEIC Minutes September 2005
KIPDA DEIC Minutes October 2005
KIPDA DEIC Minutes November 2005
KIPDA DEIC Minutes December 2005
Lincoln Trail DEIC Minutes December 2005
Lake Cumberland DEIC Co-Chair contact information added

Provider Training, Workshops and Conferences Link - trainings added:

Systemic Treatment of Autism and Related Disorders (STAR) Conference 
Dates and locations:
Richmond - Feb. 23
Louisville - Feb. 24
Bowling Green - March 2 
Gilbertsville - March 9

Premature Infants and Early Intervention Services Workshop Brochure- March 23, 2006

Listening for Life - one-day workshop Aug. 11, 2006
Foundations of Hearing and Listening in Children who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing

January 2006
Part C Coordinator Named

Effective Jan. 1, 2006, Meredith Brown assumes the position of First Steps Part C Coordinator. Brown has been a vital member of the First Steps central office team for more than a year as the quality assurance administrator. She was instrumental in developing the Annual Performance Report and State Performance Plan. She looks forward to fulfilling her duties as coordinator for the program.

Policies, Procedure and Regulations Link 

Addendum Section X - Developmental Status Scale-revised 12/05
RF-7 Professional Development Plan for DI Form - revised 12/05
RF-17 Eligibility Determination Record Review- revised 12/05

District Early Intervention Councils Link - Minutes added

Big Sandy DEIC Minutes Oct. 05
Big Sandy DEIC Minutes December 05
Gateway DEIC Minutes Nov. 05
Kentucky River DEIC Minutes Nov. 05
Cumberland Valley DEIC Minutes Dec. 05
Barren River DEIC Minutes Oct. 05
Barren River DEIC Minutes Nov. 05
Green River DEIC Minutes Aug. 05
Green River DEIC Minutes Oct 05

Interagency Coordinating Council 

ICC Member List - updated

Provider Training, Workshops and Conferences - training dates added

District Early Intervention Councils (DEIC) - new Pennyrile DEIC co-chair contact info

Qualifications and Credentials for Becoming a First Steps Developmental Interventionist - Professional development plans addressing teacher standards no longer meet the established criteria.  All professional development plans must indicate enrollment in a program to achieve the Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education Certificate. 

The Infant-Toddler Institute 2006 will be held Aug. 9 - 12, 2006 at the Drawbridge Inn in Fort Mitchell. Click here to view The Call for Presentations and Invitation to Exhibit/Sponsor and other pertinent information.

