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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Time: XX:XX a.m./p.m.
Emergency Rooms Seeing More Patients with Flu Symptoms
(XXX, Ky.  – Month, day, 200X) ( Emergency rooms in ____ [county or city] are seeing more patients with flu symptoms lately. People are coming in with fevers, coughs, and muscle pain. 
“We’ve seen XXX [insert a number] patients with flu-like symptoms in the past week,” said XXX [insert name and title]. “We usually have only about XXX [insert a number].”
The Kentucky Department for Public Health (DPH) is working with local health care providers to find the reason for the increase in flu symptoms. DPH officials are watching for increased flu activity statewide. 
Concern about bird flu has raised awareness of flu symptoms. Although rare, human cases of bird flu have occurred in other countries. There are no confirmed human cases of bird flu in the U.S.
Bird flu symptoms are similar to season flu, but are usually more severe and can be life-threatening. Bird flu symptoms include fever, muscle pain, headaches and cough. Sore throats, eye infections and serious breathing problems can also occur. 

Health officials recommend that those who have flu symptoms call their doctor. Individuals should not go to an emergency room unless they have an immediate life-threatening problem. 

DPH has asked health providers across the state to report any suspected cases of bird flu. “Our mission is to protect the health of all Kentuckians,” said XXX [insert name of health official, title, and credentials]. “DPH will keep citizens informed of anything that affects the public’s health.”

For more information about bird flu, visit: 

· http://panflu.chfs.ky.gov
· http://www.healthalerts.ky.gov
· http://www.pandemicflu.gov
· http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avian/index.htm
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