[image: image1.jpg]KENTUCKY
CABINET FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES

DEPARTMENT FOR PUBLIC HEALTH Strategic National Stockpile

o wems ol P, oS - PUBLIGINFORMATION Sy

-—

AAdAALL






FACT SHEET – Pneumonic Plague 
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What is Pneumonic (New-mon-ick) Plague?

Pneumonic plague is a life threatening, serious infection of the lungs that can affect humans and animals. It is caused by the bacterium Yersinia pestis. It is found in rodents and their fleas and occurs in many areas of the world, including the western U.S.
How is it spread?

It is spread when the bacteria spreads from person to person through direct contact with infectious body fluids, through the air as infectious respiratory droplets or when direct contact is made with an infected person or animal. It is easily destroyed by sunlight and drying, but the bacterium can survive for up to one hour when released into the air, depending upon the conditions.
What are the symptoms?
Sickness begins 1 to 4 days following exposure. Early symptoms include fever, headache, weakness, shortness of breath, chest pain, coughing and often bloody discharge in saliva and mucus. Pneumonia may progress for 2 to 4 days and may cause respiratory failure and shock leading to death.
How can it be treated?

Early treatment of pneumonic plague is essential. Antibiotics can be used to treat plague within 24 hours of first symptoms. Without early treatment, patients may die.

PNEUMONIC PLAGUE IS VERY RARE, BUT IS ONE IF THE DISEASES MOST LIKELY TO BE ENCOUNTERED IN A BIOTERRORISM EVENT AS A RESULT OF INTENTIONAL AEROSOL RELEASE. OUTBREAKS OF ANY FORM OF PLAGUE SHOULD BE RAPIDLY INVESTIGATED TO RULE OUT A BIOTERRORISM EVENT. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:


Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services  Frankfort, KY


http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/preparedness





Kentucky Regional Poison Center  Louisville, KY  


EMERGENCY:  1-800-222-1222


http://www.krpc.com


         


[INSERT Local Health Department Name] [INSERT Local Health Dept phone  #]





The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  Atlanta, GA 


Toll free:  1-800-232-4636


http://www.bt.cdc.gov/agent/plague













