Lincoln Trail DEIC/PIPC

2-15-05

Hardin County Board of Education, Elizabethtown

Members/Designees Present:  Sandy Duncan, Nannette Johnston, Gigi Meredith, Carol Karn, Sandra Milburn, Judith Lesher, Julie Powers, Bev Vetter, Betsy Harms, Cynthia Lemons, Susan McDowell, Carol Thomas, Nancy Mitcham, Beth Carter, Donna Kaelin, Patricia Hardin

Members/Designees Not Present or Represented:  Renee Lackey

Staff Present:  Anne Bolly, Sandra Duverge, Cathy Moser

Guests Present:  Donna Kalen, Green River DEIC Co-chair

Subject
Discussion
Action

December Minutes

Change 12-7-04 minutes to read that there is a $125.00 fee for Teresa Combs, Ky. School Board Association, who will be the featured speaker at the April Lincoln Trail DEIC/PIPC meeting.  Ms. Combs will be speaking on HIPPA/FERPA requirements.  The DEIC/PIPC will pay her fee.

First Steps Point of Entry Report
Gigi Meredith reported .  Twenty four referrals have already been received this month, and the month is only ½ over.  The POE is still trying looking for a .5FTE ISC.  There is a PT shortage in Marion County.  The POE is trying to implement the new Medicaid policy.  They are drafting a letter to area physicians, and making a list of all Medicaid-approved providers.
The POE will check with counties bordering Marion to see if there is a PT who would serve Marion.  The POE will send a letter to all area physicians explaining the Medicaid changes.

Technical Assistance Team Report
Sandra Duverge reported that the Parent Orientation Training Module is nearing completion.  It is 2.5 hours long.  The best locations may be churches, and the best times may be evenings.  

Anne Bolly reported that the Lincoln Trail District is invited to give a report on district First Steps activities at the May 12 ICC meeting in Frankfort.

Anne Bolly explained the new Medicaid billing policy.  All traditional Medicaid program must be explored prior to billing First Steps for services.  ISC’s and PSC’s must request that families see their Primary Care Physician to get a Medicaid referral.  The family’s choice of providers will be limited to approved Medicaid providers.  Requirements for Natural Environments and the consultative model can not be mandated for these services.  If the Medicaid approved provider is also a First Steps provider they may be paid to attend an IFSP meeting.  
Sandra will email PSC’s and providers when specific dates/times/locations are determined.  PSC’s and providers will encourage parents to attend Orientation training the first 6 months the child is in the First Steps program.

A workgroup will meet at 1:00 prior to the April DEIC/PIPC presentation to plan the ICC presentation.

The POE will draft a letter to area physicians explaining the policy change.  The U. of L. TAT team will be available to answer questions about the policy.

Treasurer’s Report
Judy Lesher reported.  Renee Lackey, parent representative, is owed $100.00 for her parent stipend for the last two meetings.   Teresa Combs will be paid $125.00 for a training on HIPPA/FERPA.  That leaves a balance of $775.00 to be spent by the end of the fiscal year.


Judy will call Peg Mitchell at WCEC to check about the delay in payment to Renee Lackey.  

Preschool Issues
Beth Carter from River Region Cooperative indicated that the preschools are having difficulty with transition monitoring.  A core group of transition consultants (e.g. Comp. Care Centers, CCSHCN, Vocational Rehabilitation, KDE, Educational Coops, etc.) are forming to try to coordinate services and linkages for future transitions.  They are seeking a broader agency representation.
Beth will keep us updated on the work of the transition consultants.

Parent Issues
The First Steps ICC has requested that Sandra Duverge recruit a parent of a child who is currently receiving First Steps services.  The parent will participate in the Lincoln Trail District report to the ICC on May 12.
PSC’s should contact Sandra about potential parents who would be willing to attend the May 12 ICC meeting and discuss their child’s First Steps experience.  Sandra can be reached at smduve01@louisville.edu.



Child Find
Nannette Johnston reported.  An updated physician list was distributed.  A sample Public Service Announcement was distributed about free screenings and how to make a First Steps or preschool referral.  A sample newspaper article (human interest section of the News Enterprise) about a child who has successfully transitioned from First Steps into preschool was circulated.  Samples of flyers to put in McDonald’s Happy Meals were distributed.  Spanish and English versions of the 2-sided flyers about First Steps and Preschool were distributed.
Preschools and First Steps providers should work together in their counties to perform child find using the ideas and activities discussed at today’s meeting.

Lincoln Trail Interagency Transition Agreement
Nannette Johnston and Nancy Mitcham lead the discussion on annual review/revision of the interagency transition agreement.  Contact information was updated.  Nancy is drafting an agency directory which will be divided into First Steps and Preschool sections.  Updates to the contact information will be a standard part of the DEIC/PIPC agenda.  The policies and forms were reviewed and updated as appropriate.  


A workgroup of volunteers will meet at Hardin Co. Bd. Of Education from 12-1:00 prior to the April 19 DEIC/PIPC meeting to review and update the Parent Transition Survey  and the Preschool Transition Survey (Julie Powers, Beth Carter, Sandra Duverge, Nancy Mitcham or Lavinia Waits, Nannette Johnston).  Parent Satisfaction Surveys will be sent to Beth Carter at the River Region Educational Cooperative.

PSC’s will fill out the PSC Transition Survey at the March PSC Quarterly Meeting.  Review of the transition surveys will be a standing agenda item at future PSC Quarterly Meetings. Cindy Lemons will collect and distribute the Non-Identifying Child Find Lists electronically.  

Next Meeting Apirl 19, 2:00 – 4:00 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time

Hardin County Bd. Of Education, 65 W. A. Jenkins Road, Elizabethtown

Agenda:

HIPPA/FERPA Training – Teresa Combs, Attorney, Ky. Dept. of Education

