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Gov. Beshear: Kentuckians Defeating COVID-19 with Compassion, 
Resilience 

Visit the Governor’s Facebook page to watch today’s news conference  

FRANKFORT, Ky. (May 15, 2020) – Gov. Andy Beshear on Friday said Kentuckians are defeating the novel 

coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) with compassion and resilience. 

“Let’s remember to keep reaching out to one another, asking how others are doing and if they need help,” 

Gov. Beshear encouraged Kentuckians yesterday. “One of the reasons that we’re here today in a better 

position than most is because we truly care about each other.” 

Friday, the Governor shared updates regarding the state’s fight against COVID-19 and the gradual reopening 

of the state’s economy, including the reopening of tourism and guidance for more businesses. 

Case information 

As of 5 p.m. May 15, Gov. Beshear said there were at least 7,444 coronavirus cases in Kentucky, 252 of which 

were newly confirmed Friday. 

“Today, I am thankful that the new case list has fewer children,” Gov. Beshear said. “This is not to scare 

anyone, but this virus is still out there and it affects people of all ages and we need to do all we can to keep it 

from spreading.” 
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Unfortunately, Gov. Beshear also reported four new deaths Friday, raising the total to 332 Kentuckians lost to 

the virus. 

The deaths reported Friday include a 66-year-old man and a 60-year-old man from Fayette, an 80-year-old 

woman from Jefferson and a 74-year-old man from Campbell. 

“Let’s continue to shine those green lights and continue to add them to the businesses that reopen,” the 

Governor said. “Our kindness and our compassion are two of the main traits that have us where we are in a 

positive position to reopen our economy.” 

At least 2,739 Kentuckians have recovered from the virus. For additional information, including up-to-date 

lists of positive cases and deaths, as well as breakdowns of coronavirus infections by county, race and 

ethnicity, click here. 

Testing expansion 

Gov. Beshear said in partnership with Kroger, new testing locations would open in Richmond, Mayfield, 

Louisville and Hartford next week. Information on how to register at more than 70 sites throughout the 

commonwealth can be found at kycovid19.ky.gov. 

Reopening Tourism 

Gov. Andy Beshear announced today that as part of the Healthy at Work initiative the Tourism, Arts and 

Heritage Cabinet will reopen tourism in an effort to generate revenue to boost the state’s economy and offer 

Kentuckians opportunities to explore the commonwealth through in-state travel. 

“The tourism industry has suffered significant loss as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Gov. Beshear. 

“As the state focuses on rebuilding the economy, reopening tourism plays a significant role in generating 

revenue, opening business doors and helping more Kentuckians get back to work.” 

Revenue generated from tourism is critical as Kentucky focuses its efforts on rebuilding. Tourism is an $11 

billion industry in Kentucky and provides employment to nearly 95,000 Kentuckians. The spread of the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) has resulted in a loss of nearly $64 million in tourism tax revenue. 

“The reopening of tourism will allow us to generate much needed revenue for local businesses and 

communities experiencing economic loss as a result of COVID-19 restrictions,” said Tourism Arts and Heritage 

Cabinet Secretary Mike Berry. “Our phased approach to reopening will ensure we can protect the health and 

safety of Kentuckians while gradually rebuilding segments of the tourism industry.” 
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The Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet will open Kentucky State resort parks, recreational parks, lodges and 

cabins to the public for normal business hours beginning June 1. Park guests will be required to follow social 

distancing and public health guidelines. Natural Bridge and Cumberland Falls State Resort Parks will also 

reopen on June 1. 

Guests can begin making reservations beginning Tuesday, May 19. Reservations can be made online at 

parks.ky.gov. 

As part of the state’s ongoing effort to prevent the spread of the COVID-19, the following Kentucky State 

Parks were designated to provide temporary housing for low acuity patients. These parks will not reopen at 

this time: (Barren River Lake State Resort Park is closed due to renovations) 

• Lake Cumberland State Resort Park; 

• Lake Barkley State Resort Park; 

• Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park; and 

• Buckhorn Lake State Resort Park. 

The Kentucky Horse Park, Otter Creek and state park campgrounds will open on June 11 to self-contained 

campers and RVs in accordance with the Healthy at Work camping guidelines. Fishing tournaments may 

resume on June 1 with new guidelines.  

The Salato Wildlife Education Center will open with limited capacity beginning June 1. Interactive exhibits will 

remain closed until further notice. 

Beginning May 22, groups of 10 people or fewer may gather and the state’s travel ban will expire. 

Announcements regarding the reopening of additional tourism attractions and venues operated by the 

Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet will be forthcoming. 

CARES Funding 

Recently, the Governor announced that 93 arts organizations throughout Kentucky would receive over 

$450,000 CARES funding. Tonight, he announced that Kentucky will award $500,000 in CARES funding to 85 

humanities organizations who have suffered program financial losses due to COVID-19. 

Kentucky received $500,000 from the National Endowment for the Humanities to alleviate the economic 

impact of COVID-19 on humanities organizations throughout the commonwealth.  Kentucky Humanities, an 

agency within the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet will distribute unrestricted operating and/or 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE2MTIyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3BhcmtzLmt5Lmdvdi8ifQ.a7PRv6ONIHtItDcYZoMDgYgbo2x4yIO9NoYxljEo8ag_br_78750041400-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=r1QYQjT2ANkf7NwbV8quJH3nnVCa6SpE7oRYMVFJ_uA&m=GRx2GMtFHaZRP2DzykjmlgnA5nnv5ncVDgOhlAvFAyo&s=jLOvo1FueMh_rQutHYXirBkmUKzrvwYLkeEowX5bbLg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE2MTIyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3BhcmtzLmt5Lmdvdi8ifQ.JE0ZkHRlSlORDzPi6KHynDZUSqlUoYUY-5FM-5F-5F8yDcsho_br_78750041400-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=r1QYQjT2ANkf7NwbV8quJH3nnVCa6SpE7oRYMVFJ_uA&m=GRx2GMtFHaZRP2DzykjmlgnA5nnv5ncVDgOhlAvFAyo&s=6mL_6WrRpIkJT4KhfO8uVa4-PaS0xY6zDx60JOo0E40&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE2MTIyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2t5aG9yc2VwYXJrLmNvbS92aXNpdC1raHAvcGFyay1pbmZvLXJlc291cmNlcy9raHAtY2FtcGdyb3VuZC8ifQ.-5FXREK82HsL3Ei17Nfe1QRaO-5FxqD-5F-5F6ufh-2DTSowk-2D5UI_br_78750041400-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=r1QYQjT2ANkf7NwbV8quJH3nnVCa6SpE7oRYMVFJ_uA&m=GRx2GMtFHaZRP2DzykjmlgnA5nnv5ncVDgOhlAvFAyo&s=RRt7C71NaRFvzAYwgRglUy010aLklhn8bp97B0lTqEQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE2MTIyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Z3Lmt5Lmdvdi9QYWdlcy9PdHRlci1DcmVlay1PdXRkb29yLVJlY3JlYXRpb24tQXJlYS5hc3B4In0.5Y8PyUguePvif6QP9GRo9JRCGsI1vLuetLcg2ws9VHs_br_78750041400-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=r1QYQjT2ANkf7NwbV8quJH3nnVCa6SpE7oRYMVFJ_uA&m=GRx2GMtFHaZRP2DzykjmlgnA5nnv5ncVDgOhlAvFAyo&s=MwIJyYtpYYLu5mEvF1nCqae_XkpnSIyKgAT4vCyZQic&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE2MTIyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3BhcmtzLmt5Lmdvdi9jYW1waW5nIn0.O8jfjy5hjtHnLxNACDPm4JrrCSlzSQqcFxG8-2DeX4ZW8_br_78750041400-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=r1QYQjT2ANkf7NwbV8quJH3nnVCa6SpE7oRYMVFJ_uA&m=GRx2GMtFHaZRP2DzykjmlgnA5nnv5ncVDgOhlAvFAyo&s=B5wnZ4NnC0R4Pzr0ppM99FR1vDQuAvSZbzpAQdDKRmw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE2MTIyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Z3Lmt5Lmdvdi9FZHVjYXRpb24vUGFnZXMvU2FsYXRvLVdpbGRsaWZlLUVkdWNhdGlvbi1DZW50ZXIuYXNweCJ9.Yddkz03DAWKxxBBT3sdRbQzI2ztzdVFO3Aydv7YvdaA_br_78750041400-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=r1QYQjT2ANkf7NwbV8quJH3nnVCa6SpE7oRYMVFJ_uA&m=GRx2GMtFHaZRP2DzykjmlgnA5nnv5ncVDgOhlAvFAyo&s=kwgEOpyhqMixp-z2Q8ndgq2zQcv2BJ0rdgNCjrG7OVE&e=


humanities program support funding to 85 organizations. This funding will be awarded to museums, libraries 

and theaters across the commonwealth. Click here for a full listing of the 85 humanities organizations. 

Healthy at Work 

The Healthy at Work website now includes guidance for massage therapy and nail salons. Cosmetology 

businesses, hair salons and barbershops, tanning salons, and tattoo parlors guidance is expected soon. Gov. 

Beshear said the state would also be expanding June 1 reopening guidance to include aquatic centers (which 

does not include public pools), fishing tournaments and auto/dirt track racing. 

State prisons 

The Governor said that inmates at state prisons have been cooperative in efforts to help stop the spread of 

the virus in their facility from wearing masks to complying with sanitization.   

“Our inmates in state prisons have been cooperative in efforts to help stop the spread of the virus,” said Gov. 

Beshear. “First in their own facilities, by wearing masks. These are often the individuals who do the sanitation 

and they have taken control and responsibility for their own environment and because of that we haven’t 

seen some of the same problems that many other states have seen.” 

Gov. Beshear also shared a story about an inmate who sent him $5 to put toward the Team Kentucky Fund 

and told of another inmate at Green River Correctional Complex who contacted the warden last night and 

indicated he wanted to donate $19 to the Team Kentucky Fund. 

The Governor also noted that Northpoint Training Center donated cloth masks made by the inmates to 

United Way and that Kentucky Correctional Industries continues to make cloth masks for government 

employees, inmates and correctional staff. They are also making medical grade gowns for Department of 

Corrections staff and other organizations. 

Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women, in partnership with Paws with Purpose, will be providing cloth 

masks for Norton Healthcare area hospitals. The Norton Foundation will supply the materials. 

Finally, he said 22 inmates and 28 staff at Green River Correctional Complex have recovered, there are no 

new positive cases and thanked the Department of Corrections staff for their hard work and dedication 

during this time. 

Weekend press conferences 

Gov. Beshear announced there would not be news conferences on Saturday or Sunday, but that he would 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fwww.kyhumanities.org-252Fprograms-252Fminigrants-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cmarianne.stoess-2540uky.edu-257Cee32eb2f9ccf48687a3308d7f8fcc4d0-257C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae-257C0-257C0-257C637251636819669034-26sdata-3D9H48z-252B5jSIB-252BdonDT2Z4wwyfG-252BfOsRItStvsse2dZAM-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMGaQ&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=a728bVib2B4EvfqEk1cLnvLsRxVgFCuH_ZHd0X8T3zI&m=_QXtAtx9eTYPDO3uXnZf6WOGVd6dVz7CG-KseYYzIU0&s=KcmcNz6lVzwcNvmKf-B_Za7mpAduG3B0fEfsg2eZ2_U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE2MTIyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dvdnN0YXR1cy5lZ292LmNvbS9reS1oZWFsdGh5LWF0LXdvcmsifQ.9BT-5FRArpvQP36UVKgPZQy6j41GfHxLyBuuxULLaspU8_br_78750041400-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=r1QYQjT2ANkf7NwbV8quJH3nnVCa6SpE7oRYMVFJ_uA&m=GRx2GMtFHaZRP2DzykjmlgnA5nnv5ncVDgOhlAvFAyo&s=tGh0SZJSZIN2kaGLdnYw8at294pLQTvtj2JnhvkCwbM&e=


issue a video Saturday with case information, and that Monday’s news conference would include numbers 

from Sunday. 

More information 

Read about other key updates, actions and information from Gov. Beshear and his administration at 

governor.ky.gov, kycovid19.ky.gov and the Governor’s official social media accounts Facebook, Twitter and 

YouTube. 

Kentuckians can also access translated COVID-19 information and daily summaries of the Governor’s news 

conference at tinyurl.com/kygovespanol (Spanish) and tinyurl.com/kygovtranslations (more than 20 

additional languages). 

 
 

 
  

             
  

For official news and updates from the Beshear/Coleman administration, 
visit governor.ky.gov/news. 
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