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Gov. Beshear Provides Update on COVID-19 
Visit the Governor’s Facebook page to watch today’s news conference 

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 2, 2020) – Gov. Andy Beshear on Wednesday updated Kentuckians on the 
state’s continuing efforts to fight the novel coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) in the commonwealth. 

“Let’s make sure we see the good and we see the hope in this time of crisis,” the Governor said. 

‘The Fast 4 at 4’ 
Gov. Beshear began Wednesday’s briefing by highlighting a variety of issues of importance to 
Kentuckians and the commonwealth. 

1. Gov. Beshear spoke Wednesday about five Kentucky State Parks that were recognized as 
part of Kentucky Living magazine’s “Best in Kentucky” awards. 
 
“We’ve always known we had an amazing state parks system, but as we’ve asked people 
not to travel outside of Kentucky, what they’ve done is rediscover what gems we have,” 
the Governor said. “They are truly special places, and I think we will see Kentuckians 
visiting more and more. I can’t wait until we have gotten past COVID and have people 
from all over seeing the best of what we offer.” 
 
The winners are: Dale Hollow Lake State Resort Park in Burkesville was awarded first 
place for golf courses; Green River Lake State Park in Campbellsville was first place winner 
for camping spots; My Old Kentucky Home State Park in Bardstown is a new inductee into 
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the Best in Kentucky Hall of Fame after being voted the number one in the designation of 
historical landmark/museum site for three consecutive years. The park also received a 
second place award this year for best historic site; John James Audubon State Park in 
Henderson received second place for museum and third place for adventure; and 
Cumberland Falls State Resort Park near Corbin received second place for day trips. 

2. Gov. Beshear continues to encourage all Kentuckians to make a plan to vote, either by 
mail, in person during early voting or in person on Election Day. 
 
“Remember you have more ways to vote than ever before,” said Gov. Beshear. “If you’re 
concerned about COVID-19, you can go online right now to request an absentee ballot 
at GoVoteKy.com.” 

3. Earlier Wednesday, Gov. Beshear announced grant funding for four projects in Eastern 
Kentucky for utility improvements, economic development and tourism advancements 
that will create economic opportunities in the region. 
 
“We are making critical investments to make sure that we are not just competitive, but a 
leader as we come out of COVID-19,” said Gov. Beshear. “We only succeed as a state if we 
all succeed.” 
 
The grant funding is through the Department for Local Government. Those receiving 
funds, from the Appalachian Regional Commission and Tennessee Valley Authority’s 
Regional Development Agency Assistance Program, are Breathitt, Knott, Perry and Wayne 
counties and the City of Hindman. 
 
For more information, the full news release is available here. 

4. Finally, Gov. Beshear offered a preview of some announcements planned for tomorrow. 
 
“We have additional announcements tomorrow for Eastern Kentucky, announcements 
that we are really excited about,” the Governor said. 
 
Information about the additional grants to Eastern Kentucky will be detailed during 
Thursday’s news conference at 11 a.m. EDT in the Capitol rotunda. 

Case Information 
As of 4 p.m. Sept. 2, Gov. Beshear said there were at least 49,991 coronavirus cases in Kentucky, 
816 of which were newly reported Wednesday. One hundred and sixteen of the newly reported 
cases were from children ages 18 and younger, of which 18 were children ages 5 and under. The 
youngest was only 2 months old. 
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“Today we have a tough report all the way around,” the Governor said. “Thirty-six deaths in the 
last three days. That’s what happens when we have the number of cases that we currently have in 
Kentucky. Let’s make sure that we’re doing better and working even harder.” 

Unfortunately, Gov. Beshear reported 18 new deaths Wednesday, raising the total to 966 
Kentuckians lost to the virus. 

The deaths reported Wednesday include an 82-year-old man from Ballard County; a 79-year-old 
woman from Bell County; a 67-year-old man and a 91-year-old woman from Casey County; an 87-
year-old woman from Christian County; two women, ages 65 and 79, from Fayette County; a 97-
year-old woman from Lincoln County; a 77-year-old man from Martin County; a 43-year-old man 
from Oldham County; a 91-year-old woman from Perry County; four women, ages 62, 78, 78 and 
81, and an 83-year-old man from Todd County; and two women, ages 96 and 99, from Warren 
County. 

“It’s very rare that I have to read 18 of those that we’ve lost in one day,” said Gov. Beshear. 
“These families are going to need our help. If you know them personally, give them a call and lend 
a hand. Put out that green light. This loss is all over the commonwealth, so no matter where you 
are, somebody may need to see that you care.” 

As of Wednesday, there have been at least 894,808 coronavirus tests performed in Kentucky. The 
positivity rate currently stands at 4.71%. At least 10,463 Kentuckians have recovered from the 
virus. 

For additional information, including up-to-date lists of positive cases and deaths, as well as 
breakdowns of coronavirus infections by county, race and ethnicity, click here. To see all recent 
daily reports, click here. 
Information about COVID-19 and schools is also being made available. To view the reports, click 
here for K-12 and here for colleges and universities. 
More Information 
Read about other key updates, actions and information from Gov. Beshear and his administration 
at governor.ky.gov, kycovid19.ky.gov and the Governor’s official social media 
accounts Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 
Kentuckians can also access translated COVID-19 information and summaries of the Governor’s 
news conferences at teamkentuckytranslations.com. 
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