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		Partners in harm reduction highlight collaborative work in Kentucky
FRANKFORT, Ky. (October 17, 2019) - The Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS) held a networking event, “Helping Us Build,” at the Kentucky History Center this week.  It was an effort to increase collaboration and efficiency in the delivery of harm reduction services.
“We needed to find how could we collaborate further and find additional synergy between all the good work that is being done,” explained Dr. Connie White, Deputy Commissioner for Clinical Affairs in the Kentucky Department for Public Health.
“A lot of these programs do not necessarily overlap but some have consistent themes. We want to make sure the citizens of Kentucky continue to get the most out of the funding coming into the state.”
Eight grant recipients presented on their work, including the Kentucky Department for Public Health, the Kentucky Income Reinvestment Program (KIRP), Kentucky Finding Cases, the Kentucky Opioid Response Effort (KORE), HEALing Communities, KeYTREAT, CARE2HOPE and the Kentucky Injury Prevention Research Center.
“They are all different programs but at the same time, they are in some of the same spaces, those high risk communities and vulnerable counties,” said Dr. Ardis Hoven, Medical Director for the KIRP Harm Reduction Initiative. “There are opportunities for collaboration by just knowing what is going on.”
Local health departments, community-based organizations, and recovery/treatment centers participated in sharing information and exchanging ideas.    
Kentucky continues to be at the forefront of efforts to expand harm reduction services. As of October 15, there are 65 Syringe Services Programs (SSPs) in 58 counties across the Commonwealth.
“We now have more SSPs in Kentucky than any other state in the nation,” White said. “This is a huge milestone because you need approval from the board of health, the city and county governments. It is that local community buy-in. They understand how important it is for the health of their citizens.”
SSPs are community-based programs designed to decrease the spread of infectious disease. They also provide a link to critical services, such as treatment for Substance Use Disorder, overdose prevention education and screening for HIV and viral hepatitis.
“We know people who use an SSP are five times more likely to go to treatment,” White added. “It is a way we are going to make citizens of our state healthier.”
Earlier this year, CHFS and the University of Kentucky established the Kentucky Income Reinvestment Program (KIRP) through collaborations with existing Ryan White HIV/AIDS funded programs and harm reduction programs at local health departments.
“We are reinvesting funds back in the provision of care for HIV patients or patients at risk of acquiring the virus,” Hoven said. “We are looking at stabilizing and improving SSPs and providing more funding for manpower, which is a huge restriction.”
The Cabinet is looking to reduce the prevalence of Hepatitis C, HIV, Hepatitis A and Substance Use Disorder through harm reduction and referral to evidence-based treatment programs.  
“Harm reduction encompasses more than improving health and lessening the harmful effects of drug use,” explained Dr. Katherine Marks, Project Director for the Kentucky Opioid Response Effort (KORE).
“It is also a critical opportunity to promote the dignity of individuals and their opportunities to access prevention and treatment services,” she added.
The Kentucky Opioid Response Effort (KORE) is working with the Department for Public Health and the Kentucky Pharmacists Association to distribute naloxone, the opioid overdose reversal medication.
So far in 2019, more than 19,000 kits have been sent to emergency departments, pharmacies, treatment programs and local health departments through the KORE funding alone.
“We are proud to be partners in this Helping Us Build networking event, which helps to coordinate and strengthen harm reduction efforts statewide,” Marks concluded. “This ongoing work underscores our guiding principle that together we are stronger than opioids.”
For video of the event, click here.
Additional information is available at http://chfs.ky.gov/.
###
The Cabinet for Health and Family Services is home to most of the state's human services and healthcare programs, including the Department for Medicaid Services, the Department for Community Based Services the Department for Public Health, the Department for Aging and Independent Living and the Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities. CHFS is one of the largest agencies in state government, with nearly 8,000 full- and part-time employees located across the Commonwealth focused on improving the lives and health of Kentuckians.
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