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Gov. Beshear Urges Vigilance as Kentucky Passes 
200,000 COVID-19 Cases 

  

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Dec. 6, 2020) – On Sunday, Gov. Andy Beshear asked all 
Kentuckians to redouble efforts to fight COVID-19 as Kentucky surpassed 200,000 
reported cases of coronavirus in the commonwealth – exactly nine months since 
the state’s first reported case. 

“These are difficult numbers, having passed 200,000 cases and earlier this week 
passing 2,000 deaths. And now this is our highest week to date. However, in the 
data there is some potentially good news: While this is our highest week ever, the 
rate of growth does appear to be slowing. In other words, our increase from the 
last couple of weeks is less than what we have been seeing. Certainly, our hope is 
that we are slowing down this train and are moving at least to a new plateau,” the 
Governor said. “We’ll have to watch in the coming week if we do have that 
Thanksgiving surge or if the majority of our families kept it small this year. So even 
on a tough day, possibly some good news. That should make all of us want to 
work that much harder knowing that we can impact this thing, that it is within our 
control and that a vaccine – two vaccines – are just around the corner.” 



Case Information 
As of 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 6, Gov. Beshear reported the following COVID-19 
numbers: 

• New cases today: 2,567 

• New deaths today: 10 

• Positivity rate: 9.75% 

• Total deaths: 2,072 

• Currently hospitalized: 1,673 

• Currently in ICU: 401 

• Currently on ventilator: 214 

Top counties with the most positive cases today are: Jefferson, Fayette, Kenton, 
Boone and Boyd. Jefferson, Fayette and Kenton counties reported 100 or more 
new cases; Jefferson County alone reported 446. 

The red zone counties for this week can be found here. Community leaders, 
businesses, schools and families in these counties should all follow red zone 
reduction recommendations, as well as other orders and guidance. 
Those reported lost to the virus today include a 68-year-old woman from Barren 
County; two men, ages 64 and 74, from Fayette County; two women, ages 69 and 
71, from Jefferson County; a 65-year-old woman from Jessamine County; an 84-
year-old man from Laurel County; an 81-year-old man from Lewis County; a 68-
year-old man from Mason County; and a 72-year-old man from Washington 
County. 

“The imminent distribution of COVID-19 vaccine in the upcoming weeks should 
help put this pandemic in the past, but the coming weeks remain critical and come 
with sacrifices,” said Dr. Steven Stack, commissioner of the Department for Public 
Health. “We must make good decisions every day and protect fellow Kentuckians 
by wearing masks, practicing social distancing, and staying home if we are sick. 
Doing so will save lives. It won’t be easy, but Team Kentucky is strong and 
supportive. We look out for each other, take care of those in need, and will get 
through this together.” 

Reporting is limited on Sundays. Additional information, including the number of 
Kentuckians who have recovered from COVID-19, will be reported Monday. 
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More Information 
To view the full daily report, incidence rate map, new statewide requirements, 
testing locations, long term-care and other congregate facilities update, school 
reports and guidance, red zone counties, red zone recommendations, the White 
House Coronavirus Task Force reports for Kentucky and other key guidance 
visit, kycovid19.ky.gov. 
New requirements impact restaurants, bars, social gatherings, indoor fitness and 
recreation centers, venues and theaters, professional services and schools. See 
the full executive orders here and here. 
Audio public service announcements about the new requirements (created in 
partnership with RadioLex) are published here 
in: Bosnian, Chinese, English, Japanese, Korean, Spanish and Russian. 
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