Testing Your Home Can Protect Your Health
52 Weeks of Public Health Spotlight: Radon Action Month
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FRANKFORT, KY. (January 31, 2018) – As part of National Radon Action Month, the
Kentucky Department for Public Health (DPH) within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services
urges Kentuckians to learn more about the potential health effects of radon exposure and how to
check your home for this potentially dangerous gas.
To better acquaint Kentuckians with the dangers from exposure to radon, a short video clip, has
been made available through the Kentucky Radon Coalition and Kentucky Association of Radon
Professionals.
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which designates Radon Action
Month and supports DPH’s Radon Program, elevated radon levels in the home are a common
occurrence. In fact, an estimated 1 in 15 homes in the U.S. have high radon levels.
Similarly, many Kentucky counties contain radon levels in excess of what is considered by the
EPA to be safe (the EPA action level for radon is 4 pico curies per liter of air). In Jefferson County,
for example, more than 49 percent of homes contain elevated radon levels and more than 55
percent of Fayette County contain elevated radon levels.
“Living in a home with high radon levels can be dangerous for your health. Radon is the second
leading cause of lung cancer and it is estimated to cause over 20,000 deaths each year in the U.S.,”
said Clay Hardwick, coordinator for Kentucky’s Radon Program.

Radon builds up in homes over time and cannot be seen, tasted, or smelled. The only way to know
if radon levels are elevated is to test, which is simple and low cost.
“There is no way to know if your house has high levels of radon unless you get your house tested,”
said Rebecca Gillis, director of the Division of Public Health Protection and Safety. “The good
news is that radon levels in a home can be dramatically reduced or even eliminated.”
Homeowners can test their homes with a simple kit and if their home has high radon levels, they
can fix it. Radon reduction repairs can be done with the help of a licensed radon mitigation
contractor.
For more information on radon, radon testing and mitigation or to order a test kit online, visit:




Kentucky’s Radon Program website, http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/info/phps/radongas.htm.
CDC’s Radon website, http://www.cdc.gov/radon.
University of Kentucky BREATHE’s radon website, http://www.uky.edu/breathe/radon.

The Kentucky Radon Program focuses education efforts through a coalition of county health
departments, universities, and non-profit organizations to increase awareness about radon testing
and mitigation in efforts to reduce lung cancer incidence in Kentucky.

