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Board of Health and Community Partners

Public Health Accreditation Board Site Visit Meetings

FAQ
What is Public Health Accreditation?
The goal of the accreditation program is to advance the continuous quality improvement of all state, local, tribal, and territorial health departments across the country. With broad input and support, the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) has developed standards that health departments can put into practice to ensure they are providing the best services possible to keep their communities safe and healthy. These standards will be used to assess health departments for accreditation. Preparing for and seeking accreditation will drive health departments to continuously improve the quality of services they deliver. PHAB is the national organization charged with administering the public health accreditation program. PHAB is funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and accreditation fees associated with the application.
Why is it important?
Many institutions and fields have had accreditation processes in place for many years including hospitals, schools, police departments and many more. While there have been a few state public health accreditation programs, PHAB is the first national program. Northern Kentucky Independent District, Three Rivers District and Franklin County Health Departments in Kentucky are among the first to apply for national accreditation from PHAB. Achieving national accreditation status will assure that a health department is providing a common set of services and standards for those services. These Standards were developed and agreed upon by public health professionals and are essential for maintaining health in every community.
Why have Board of Health members and community leaders been invited to participate in the PHAB Site Visit process?

Public health departments rely on community partners to provide the array of services that a community needs to be healthy. The health department cannot fulfill its mission alone without the community’s support and without the community leaders who provide governance for the health department as members of the Board of Health. Many of the PHAB Standards and Measures focus of the health department’s ability to work effectively with its governing body and community partners.

How can participation in the PHAB site visit contribute to the health department accreditation efforts?
By attending the site visit meetings, community partners and public health leaders will have an opportunity to share experiences and the results of collaborative efforts with the site visit team. This will help the team determine the relationships between the community and the health department and how this interaction contributes to conformity with the PHAB Standards and Measures.
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