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August 11, 2022 
 

          Amended Death Records Without Strike Throughs 
 

AMENDMENT OF A DEATH RECORD PROCESS 
(DATE OF EVENT GREATER THAN 1 YEAR AFTER DATE OF EVENT) 

The Office of Vital Statistics has revised the Death Amendment Process (as of 8/1/2022).  Additions and 
minor corrections made to a death record after one (1) year from date of event (date of death) will be 
marked as “amended”.  

Information recorded on a death record that is to be corrected will not show a strike through. Additions 
and corrections will be made by information provided on a Supplemental Report of Death. Additions to 
a death record through this process will still require the record to be marked as “amended”. 

To complete both additions and corrections to a death record that is to be marked as “amended”, the 
revised process will require staff to retype the death record.  

All death records amended through this process will be identified as “Amended” in the upper left corner 
of the certificate (see below). 

 

 

 

NEW DEATH CORRECTION PROCESS 
(DATE OF EVENT WITHIN THAN 1 YEAR AFTER DATE OF EVENT) 

Vital Statistics has implemented the New Death Correction process (as of 8/1/2022).  Additions or 
minor corrections may be made to a death record within one (1) year after the date of the event 
without the record being marked "amended." (KRS 213.121). A Supplemental Report of Death shall be 
required to complete a New Death Correction.  The new death correction does not include records that 
reflect a cause of death of “Unknown” or under investigation “Pending Investigation” when amened. 

 



UNKNOWN OR PENDING INVESTIGATION CORRECTION 
 

All Supplemental Reports completed to change cause of death from “Unknown” or “Pending 
Investigation” shall be made a part of the existing death record. This report shall be considered an 
amendment, and the death certificate shall be marked "Amended" (KRS 213.076). 

 

 

 



August 5, 2022 

         OVS Offers Replacement Certificates to Those Affected by Floods 

The Office of Vital Statistics will approve a “replacement copy” at no cost of any type of certificate 
(birth, death, marriage, divorce, and stillbirth) to those in counties affected by the recent flooding in 
Eastern Kentucky. Applications for certificate orders will be made available in those counties. Visit 
https://governor.ky.gov/disaster-response/flood-resources for more info. 

HERE TO HELP 

https://governor.ky.gov/disaster-response/flood-resources


February 16, 2022 

 OVS to Discontinue Death Voucher Process 

Funeral homes, please be aware as of January 1st, 2022, the Office of Vital Statistics (OVS) discontinued 

the process of providing vouchers for death certificates. OVS will continue to honor previously issued 

death vouchers until July 1st, 2022, at which time OVS will no longer accept the vouchers.  

OVS offers several alternative methods for ordering death certificates. These include initial electronic 

orders via KY-EDRS, orders via the OVS drop box (include payment by check/money order), orders via 

regular mail-in application (include payment by check/money order), orders online via VitalChek, and in-

person orders. 



December 15, 2021 

Important Information Regarding Decedents of Natural Disasters 

Useful Links 

CDC Reference Guide for Certification of 
Deaths in the Event of a Natural, Human- 
induced, or Chemical/Radiological Disaster 

Coroners and Medical Certifiers: Governor Beshear announced that funds from the Team Western Kentucky Relief 
Fund will be used to provide burial assistance to each family who lost a loved one in the wake of tornados and 
severe weather on December 10-11, 2021. To avoid delays with filing death records, please submit death records 
with “Pending Cause of Death” where causes of deaths are to be determined. Once the cause has been determined, 
a supplemental report should be provided to Vital Statistics to amend the death record.   

Any decedent whose death was directly related to the tornados in Kentucky on December 10-11, 2021, please 
record in item #44 on the death record “Tornado Dec 2021”, and continue with other specifics to be recorded in 
Item #44.  Deaths directly related to this severe weather who were transported to hospitals for emergency care, 
should be referred and medically certified by the county coroner’s office.  

Please see the Alerts/News link for information from the CDC and guidance from Kentucky. 

Funeral Homes: Email JenniferN.Young@ky.gov and Annette.Osborne@ky.gov to alert for a death due to tornados 
or severe weather on December 10-11, 2021. Include decedent’s name, date of death, county of death, valid mailing 
address for the funeral home, and the phone number of the individual providing this information.  Also provide 
information for the individual responsible for paying for funeral services; full name, valid mailing address, and phone 
number. 

For these specific death certificate orders, call 502-564-4212 x3245 or 3232.

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Documents/NaturalDisasterReporting.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Documents/NaturalDisasterReporting.pdf
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Documents/NaturalDisasterReporting.pdf
mailto:JenniferN.Young@ky.gov
mailto:Annette.Osborne@ky.gov


Mortality Data Management System (MDMS) Definitions 

Fatality classifications 

• Directly related fatalities are deaths that are caused by the physical forces of the disaster, including

direct impact or injury. Includes deaths caused by:

o Actual environmental forces of the disaster, such as wind or flood, or by the direct

consequences of those forces, such as blunt-force trauma, structural collapse, or falling

debris.

▪ Delayed deaths may occur from initial injuries and/or being physically trapped.

• Indirectly related fatalities are deaths that are caused by unsafe or unhealthy conditions that occur

because of the anticipation of or actual occurrence of the disaster. Includes deaths caused by:

o Loss or disruption of usual services

o Forces of the disaster lead to unsafe or unhealthy conditions that caused a loss or disruption

of usual services (utilities, transport, environmental protection, medical care, police/fire),

displacement, property damage

Common examples include:

▪ Acute exacerbation of chronic condition(s) (e.g., asthma, cardiovascular)

▪ Cleanup after disaster (e.g., chain-saw injury, electrocution)

▪ Escaping or fleeing the disaster (e.g., saw the tornado and fell while rushing down

storm shelter stairs [Note: This could be directly related if the tornado’s winds led

to the fall])

▪ Evacuation (e.g., motor vehicle crash while evacuating before the storm)

▪ Exposure to industrial or chemical hazards (e.g., chemical release from hurricane- 

damaged refiners

▪ Loss/disruption of public utilities (e.g., fall in home without power)

▪ Loss/disruption of transportation-related services (e.g., lack of medical transport to

dialysis)

▪ Loss/disruption of usual access to medical or mental health care (e.g., oxygen)

▪ Preparation for disaster (e.g., falling while putting up storm windows)

▪ Return to unsafe, unhealthy structures or environment (e.g., electrocution)

▪ Fatal use of temporary sheltering or provisions

• Core criteria for both direct and indirect: if this disaster had NOT occurred, the decedent would still

be alive.



July 16, 2021 

 Newly Revised Registrar Guidelines are Available 

A newly revised copy of the Office of Vital Statistics Registrar Guidelines is now available on our website. 
Please visit https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/RegistrarGuidelines.pdf to download 
and/or print a copy today. 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/RegistrarGuidelines.pdf


June 8, 2021 

 OVS Returning to In-person Services (Effective June 11, 2021) 

The Office of Vital Statistics (OVS) will be offering a return to in-person service to the public on June 
11, 2021. All requests and orders  will be worked in the order received. Unexpected delays may 
occur that may prevent same-day service. OVS offers other reliable resources for ordering certified 
certificates of birth, death, marriage, divorce, and stillbirth. Placing orders through VitalChek 
(includes next day service), mail-in orders, utilizing the OVS Drop Box (on-site), KY-EDRS (registered 
funeral homes only) are other options available for ordering a certificate.



February 5, 2021 

 Form VS-33 Now Available in EDRS 

Effective February 5, 2021, form VS-33 Kentucky Supplemental Report of Death is available for use in 
EDRS. To access the form, please click the VS-33 Supplemental link in the User Guide section of the EDRS 
menu located on the left-hand side in EDRS. 

NOTE: Corrections may take up to 30 working days. Copies of Death Certificates previously issued, 
within one (1) year of the issue date, will be replaced at no additional charge when returned along with 
the VS-33 form to: Vital Statistics, 275 East Main Street 1E-A, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621. If more 
information is needed, please call the Office of Vital Statistics at (502) 564-4212 or fax (502) 564-5755. 

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS33DeathSupplemental.pdf


October 23, 2020 

 OVS Drop Box Available (Effective October 23, 2020) 

The Office of Vital Statistics now has a drop box located at 275 East Main Street in Frankfort at the 

visitor entrance. Submit an application for a certified copy of a birth, death, marriage or divorce 

certificate. 

All certificate orders submitted to the OVS drop box must include payment. Acceptable payment options 

are a check or money order (no cash) payable to the Kentucky State Treasurer. 

Please include a return address on the envelope and the application form (located on the OVS drop box 

shown below). Funds must be drawn on a U.S. bank. 



June 8, 2020 
Please be aware that the Office of Vital Statistics (OVS) is no longer accepting 

previous revisions of the VS-33 Kentucky Supplemental Report of Death. You 

can find the most recently revised VS-33 form, revised 6.14.2019, on the 

OVS website at:  

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS33DeathSupplemental.pdf 

Any older supplemental forms OVS receives will be returned to the sender to complete an 

updated form. We thank you for your patience and understanding.  

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Forms/VS33DeathSupplemental.pdf


May 12, 2020 

The front-end user in KY-Child should be able to use the same name for the certifier and attendant. 

Certifier 
The individual who certified to the fact that the birth occurred. The individual may be, but need not be, 
the same as the attendant at birth. 

•  M.D. (doctor of medicine)

•  D.O. (doctor of osteopathy)

•  Hospital administrator or designee

•  CNM/CM (certified nurse midwife/certified midwife)

•  Other midwife (midwife other than a CNM/CM)

•  Other (specify)

Attendant 
The name, title, and National Provider Identification Number (NPI) of the person responsible for 
delivering the child. 

•  M.D. (doctor of medicine)

•  D.O. (doctor of osteopathy)

•  CNM/CM (certified nurse midwife/certified midwife)

•  Other midwife (midwife other than a CNM/CM)

•  Other (specify)

The attendant at birth is defined as the individual physically present at the delivery who is responsible 
for the delivery. For example, if an intern or nurse midwife delivers an infant under the supervision of an 
obstetrician who is present in the delivery room, the obstetrician should be reported as the attendant. If 
the obstetrician is not physically present, the intern or nurse midwife must be reported as the 
attendant. 

Who should sign as Certifier and/or Attendant for a certificate? 



May 5, 2020 

COVID-19 Alert No. 5 
New Video Guidance for Certification of COVID-19 Deaths and 
Updated COVID-19 Coding Rules 
May 5, 2020 

New Video Guidance for Certification of COVID-19 Deaths 
To supplement the published guidance on filling out death certificates for 
deaths related to COVID-19, the National Center for Health Statistics 
(NCHS) has released a short video on the NCHS YouTube channel.  The 
video runs a little over 3 minutes and can be accessed directly 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oL3VMwieAms. 

A link to the video will also be added to the NCHS Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) Death Data and Reporting Guidance page 
at https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/covid-19.htm 

Updated COVID-19 Coding Rules 
The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) is updating how it will 
be coding the term “COVID” without an indication of the specific strain 
reported on the death certificate.  Previously, “COVID” was treated as a 
generic abbreviation for Coronavirus Disease and was coded B34.2 
(Coronavirus infection, unspecified site).  Since NCHS’ original coding 
rules were issued, “COVID” has become an accepted shorthand for the 
more precise “COVID-19.”  In response, to this change NCHS is changing 
its coding rules and will now be coding “COVID” to U07.1 (COVID-
19).  NCHS will also be reviewing and recoding as necessary all 2020 
deaths previously coded B34.2. 

Other more general terms (e.g. “Coronavirus”) without an indication of 
the specific strain will continue to be coded to B34.2.  NCHS will query the 
jurisdiction about B34.2 deaths.  If the jurisdiction indicates that COVID-
19 caused or contributed to the death the coding will be changed to U07.1 

Steven Schwartz, PhD 
Director – Division of Vital Statistics 
National Center for Health Statistics 

3311 Toledo Rd | Hyattsville, MD 20782 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3DoL3VMwieAms&d=DwMGaQ&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=hCSAbZCuHIxMI2DLKhZWwFAQiumQqAwbRJy4N9KFiwE&m=J_UAWfRJ8PtqOOLyt6G1pMI5aXRT5sGjxbVo8bAQyn0&s=tmaaDHWEfTA-VzZUbAT9t1IIdeP3ilO0XMrGJlDQu34&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_nchs_nvss_covid-2D19.htm&d=DwMGaQ&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=hCSAbZCuHIxMI2DLKhZWwFAQiumQqAwbRJy4N9KFiwE&m=J_UAWfRJ8PtqOOLyt6G1pMI5aXRT5sGjxbVo8bAQyn0&s=AhC0cPKLdNbMvfqA2JQL4dqiEFzPpLcDp6QvGmYE368&e=


April 3, 2020 

COVID-19 Alert No. 3 

April 2, 2020 

New Releases: Final Guidance and Provisional Death Counts 

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) has released final guidance to help with filling out death 

certificates for deaths related to COVID-19. Note that corrections have been made to this guidance, so 

please ensure you are using the most recent version. 

NCHS will begin posting provisional counts of deaths related to COVID-19 this Friday. National provisional 

counts include deaths occurring within the 50 states and the District of Columbia that have been received 

and coded by NCHS as of the date specified. 

Provisional counts for COVID-19 deaths are based on a current flow of mortality data in the National Vital 

Statistics System (NVSS), and will include: 

 A weekly provisional count of deaths in the United States due to COVID-19

 A provisional count of deaths from all causes

 Percent of previous year’s deaths (the number of deaths received compared to the number of

deaths expected based on data from previous years)

 Pneumonia deaths (excluding pneumonia deaths involving influenza)

Pneumonia deaths are included in the provisional counts because deaths due to COVID-19 may be 

misclassified as pneumonia deaths in the absence of positive test results, and pneumonia may appear on 

death certificates as a comorbid condition. Thus, increases in pneumonia deaths may be an indicator of 

excess COVID-19-related mortality. 

Provisional counts will be presented by week ending date, by age at death, and by the specific jurisdiction 

where the death occurred. Counts will be updated daily Monday – Friday. 

Important notes about provisional death counts 

Almost all states have electronic death registration systems that enable rapid transmission of death 

certificate data to NCHS, which processes up to 80% of the death data it receives within minutes. 

However, because it can take up to several weeks for death records to be submitted as well as processed, 

coded, and tabulated, data are lagged by an average of 1-2 weeks. 

Due to this, the data presented in the provisional counts may be incomplete and will likely not include all 

deaths that occurred during a given time period, especially for more recent time periods. Death counts 

for earlier weeks are continually revised and may increase or decrease as NCHS receives new and updated 

death certificate data from the states. As a result, COVID-19 provisional death counts may differ from 

other published sources. 

Please continue to visit our COVID-19 Alerts and information page for our most up-to-date 

Steven Schwartz, PhD 
Director – Division of Vital Statistics 
National Center for Health Statistics 

3311 Toledo Rd | Hyattsville, MD 20782 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_nchs_nvss_covid-2D19.htm&d=DwMGaQ&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=hCSAbZCuHIxMI2DLKhZWwFAQiumQqAwbRJy4N9KFiwE&m=UtEQLF6PC0oJEpMvEH08BC-bad31jR_NJx-B-zFCf0o&s=tMgyF49wqTxsDSOFV5ndnPlUTuBg66Ga_AZJ0n8wjMc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cdc.gov_nchs_nvss_covid-2D19.htm&d=DwMGaQ&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=hCSAbZCuHIxMI2DLKhZWwFAQiumQqAwbRJy4N9KFiwE&m=UtEQLF6PC0oJEpMvEH08BC-bad31jR_NJx-B-zFCf0o&s=tMgyF49wqTxsDSOFV5ndnPlUTuBg66Ga_AZJ0n8wjMc&e=


March 16, 2020 
Due to the State of Emergency declared by Governor  

Andy Beshear pertaining to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 

or COVID-19, the Office of Vital Statistics (OVS) is taking  

measures to reduce any potential risks.  

OVS will be closing our front customer service desk to 

walk-in traffic this evening March 16, 2020 at 4:30.  

All initial orders for death certificates should be placed through KY-EDRS. The $2.00 fee for placing 

orders within KY-EDRS will be temporarily waived throughout this emergency.   

To allow for system programming changes, the fees will be waived by A.M., Tuesday, March 17, 2020. 

If anyone needs assistance with the ordering process, they can call the STATLINE, 1-800-451-3781. 

Office of Vital Statistics 

Customer Service Window

Temporarily 

CLOSED 



March 11, 2020 

Guidance for Certifying COVID-19 Deaths 

March 4, 2020 

NCHS is receiving questions about how deaths involving the new coronavirus strain should be reported 

on death certificates. We are working on formal guidance to certifiers to be published as soon as 

possible. In the meantime, to address the immediate need, here is some basic information that can be 

shared in advance of the more formal and detailed guidance. It is important to emphasize that 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 or COVID-19 should be reported on the death certificate for all decedents 

where the disease caused or is assumed to have caused or contributed to death. Other terminology, 

e.g., SARS-CoV-2, can be used as long as it is clear that it indicates the 2019 coronavirus strain, but we

would prefer use of WHO’s standard terminology, e.g., COVID-19. Specification of the causal pathway

leading to death in Part I of the certificate is also important.  For example, in cases when COVID-19

causes pneumonia and fatal respiratory distress, both pneumonia and respiratory distress should be

included along with COVID-19 in Part I.  Certifiers should include as much detail as possible based on

their knowledge of the case, medical records, laboratory testing, etc.  If the decedent had other chronic

conditions such as COPD or asthma that may have also contributed, these conditions can be reported in

Part II. Here is an example:

For more general guidance and training on cause-of-death reporting, certifiers can be referred to the 

Cause of Death mobile app available through https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/mobile-app.htm and the 

Improving Cause of Death Reporting online training module, which can be found at 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/improving_cause_of_death_reporting.htm. 
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