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March 23, 2018 
 
Matt Rhodes called the meeting to order at 12:35pm EST. 
 
Attendees for the meeting included: Matt Rhodes, William “Gene” Thomas, Rebecca Gillis, Curt 
Pendergrass, Daniel Owens, and Juli Conner (via phone). Invited attendees for the meeting included: Dr. 
Kenneth Blank, Kathleen Hines, and a Registered Sanitarian. 
 
The Committee welcomed Dr. Ken Blank to the meeting and began discussions related to Dr. Blank’s scope 
of work as it related to the Registered Sanitarian examination update. Dr. Blank provided handouts to all 
attendees providing a status report update as it related to the revisions for the Registered Sanitarian 
examination and study materials for the examination. Discussions centered on the examination, 
recommendations for the study materials, and formats for preparing for the examination. Matt made a 
motion to give Dr. Blank authority to continue moving forward with his recommendations. Gene seconded 
the motion. All in favor, motion passed 3-0.  
 
The Committee conducted a Notice of Intent to Revoke hearing. Documentation was taken, but no ruling 
on this day. Both the individual and the Committee required a follow-up by March 30, 2018. **Continuation: 
The request to submit continuing education trainings that suffice the FY17 requirement received and 
accepted by the Committee. No further action required on the Committee’s behalf as it related to this specific 
non-compliance matter from FY17.  
 
The Committee welcomed Kathleen Hines, representing Office of Legal Services, to the meeting and began 
discussions related to 902 KAR 10:030 and the current By-Laws, and a recent legal opinion as it related to 
the matter. Lengthy discussions ensued, discussions centered on the legal definitions of suspension and 
revocation, 902 KAR 10:030, and the By-Laws.  
 
The Committee discussed the region C election, vacant due to the retirement of Jeffrey Cornett. A 
memorandum and ballot will be mailed to active and inactive Registered Sanitarians in region C. The 
Committee agreed to tabulate the votes at the next quarterly meeting in June and submit the name and a 
brief biography of the three individuals whom receive the top votes for review and appointment by the 



 

 

Cabinet Secretary. Matt noted due to an increase in his workload with the public health matters in Jefferson 
County, he would be resigning from his role on the Committee at the completion of his current term. Ballots 
for region B delivered on or around the next Committee meeting in June.   
 
The Committee moved to discussions centered on submitted Registered Sanitarian continuing education 
reviews. The Committee reviewed the trainings individually and an approval or denial was awarded to each 
under review. The Executive Secretary noted to follow-up with registered sanitarians whom submitted 
continuing education credits to inform them of the decision. The Cabinet-Representative will follow-up with 
Registered Sanitarian, as it related to a continuing education training submission.  
  
The Committee reviewed the folders for the individuals that had taken the Registered Sanitarian exam 
since the last quarterly meeting. Matt made a motion to accept the new Registered Sanitarians whom 
recently passed their exam: Emily Covey, Kylie Jenkins, Amy Jones, Rebekkah Layne-McCoy, Michael 
Ohler, Alex Osborne, and Sona Shrestha. Gene seconded the motion. All in favor, motion passed 2-0 (Juli 
had lost phone connection, did not vote).  
 
Matt requested that the Executive Secretary purchase a plaque for Jeffrey Cornett (retired) for his service 
both serving as a Committee member, and for his years of service as an environmentalist.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:27PM until next quarterly meeting June 8 in Frankfort at 11:30am EST. 


