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FACT SHEET – Testing for Plague
Your doctor will test you for plague.
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Your doctor will decide if you need to be tested.

· Your doctor will decide based on your symptoms and if you were exposed to plague in the air or from another person. 
· If you have plague symptoms, your doctor will ask you to give sputum (spit) and blood samples.  
· The doctor will test the sample for the bacteria that causes the plague.  
· It will take 1 - 5 days before the doctor can read the slide to see if you actually have plague.
Can i do a home test for plague?
· There are NO FDA-approved home tests for plague.  
· Do not try to self-diagnose plague.

· If you have symptoms of plague, go to the hospital or see your doctor.  Symptoms include:
· cough

· fever

· shortness of breath

There is no readily available, rapid test for plague
Quick treatment is key! 

· If the doctor sees the bacteria, the doctor will treat you for plague.  

· You will likely be treated before your test results come in. 

· Treatment includes taking antibiotics exactly as prescribed.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:


KY Cabinet for Health and Family Services


Frankfort, KY


http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/preparedness





KY Regional Poison Center  Louisville, KY  


EMERGENCY:  1-800-222-1222


http://www.krpc.com/


         


[INSERT Local Health Department Name] [INSERT Local Health Dept phone  #]





The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  Atlanta, GA 


Toll free:  1-800-311-3435


http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/ plague/index.htm   













