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Is there a vaccine for pandemic flu?
No, not yet. A vaccine cannot be developed until the particular virus strain causing a pandemic is identified. 
· Until a pandemic begins, there is no way to know for sure which strain will be a pandemic virus strain.
· A pre-pandemic vaccine is being developed now. It may not prevent pandemic flu, but the vaccine may make flu symptoms less severe.
When will a vaccine be available?

It takes 3–6 months to develop a flu vaccine after the virus strain has been identified. In the meantime, a limited supply of pre-pandemic vaccine may be available in the event of a pandemic.
· Research is underway to develop faster methods of making vaccine. 

· Vaccine supply might be limited in the early stages of a flu pandemic. 

· The U.S. government has invested money to increase the number of companies that produce vaccine within our borders.
Who will get vaccine first and who makes that decision?

· Health care workers will likely be among the first to get vaccinated. 

· Medical experts with input from the public have made recommendations to the federal government about who should get vaccine first.   

· A complete list of vaccination priority groups can be viewed at http://www.hhs.gov/pandemicflu/plan/appendixd.html. Reasons are also given for the order of the list.
The State of Kentucky pandemic flu plan follows the guidance on priority groups set forth in the national plan. 
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How will vaccine be distributed quickly if a pandemic occurs?

· The Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) is organized to quickly move medical supplies and equipment anywhere in the country. 

· Kentucky has plans for distributing vaccines and medicines from the SNS. 

· Informing people where to get vaccinated is part of Kentucky’s plans. 

Who should be vaccinated?

In general, persons over 6 months should be vaccinated unless they fall into one of the categories listed below. 
Who should NOT get a pandemic flu vaccine?

The following people should NOT be vaccinated: 
· Infants under 6 months old
· People with severely compromised immune systems
· People who are allergic to eggs or egg products
· People who have had ________[name conditions or diseases, such as Guillain-Barré syndrome]
Will a pandemic flu vaccine be safe?

· Drug manufacturers are experienced in making safe and effective flu vaccines. 
· New vaccines must pass many safety tests before they are released for general use.
· Pandemic flu vaccines must meet current safety requirements.  
Can the pandemic flu vaccine give me pandemic flu?

No. The vaccine will be made from killed viruses, which cannot give you pandemic flu.
[This information may change as there is research being done on live-attenuated vaccine, it is current right now though]
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After i get the vaccine, how long before i am protected against pandemic flu?

It usually takes 1–2 weeks for a vaccine to take effect.
Is there any chance that i can get pandemic flu even if i am vaccinated?

· The vaccine will greatly reduce your chances of getting pandemic flu. 
· However, getting the vaccine cannot guarantee that you will not get pandemic flu. 
· If you do get pandemic flu, the symptoms will usually be less severe than if you did not get the vaccine. 
If i already got a seasonal flu vaccine, am i protected against pandemic flu?

No. Seasonal flu is caused by non-pandemic virus strains. The vaccine for seasonal flu protects you from those strains but not from the pandemic virus strain.
If i already had seasonal flu this year, am i protected against pandemic flu?

No. You will be resistant to whichever seasonal flu virus you had but not to pandemic flu.
What can i do to protect myself from pandemic flu until i can get a vaccine?

Practice good hygiene and avoid crowds if a pandemic occurs. The following steps will help protect you from pandemic flu:
· Wash your hands thoroughly and frequently. 

· Do not pick up used tissues. 

· Do not share cups and eating utensils. 

· Stay home from work or school if a pandemic erupts in your community.
· Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:


KY Cabinet for Health and Family Services


Frankfort, KY


EMERGENCY: 1-888-398-0013


http://panflu.chfs.ky.gov


http://healthalerts.ky.gov





KY Regional Poison Center  Louisville, KY  


EMERGENCY: 1-800-222-1222


http://www.krpc.com/


         


[INSERT Local Health Department Name] [INSERT Local Health Dept phone  #]





The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Atlanta, GA 


Toll free:  1-800-311-3435


http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic/


http://www.pandemicflu.gov



















