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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Time: XX:XX a.m./p.m.
Pandemic Flu Vaccine Under Development
(XXX, Ky.  – Month, day, 200X) ( The Kentucky Department for Public Health (DPH) reported today that a pandemic flu vaccine is being developed and may be ready by XXX [insert date]. 

“The DPH stands ready to distribute vaccine as soon as it becomes available,” said XXX [insert name of health official and title]. Vaccines protect us from specific strains of a flu virus. The specific strain infecting people right now was not known until recently because viruses constantly change. XXX [insert “Last week”, “Last month”, or a date, such as “On March 3”] scientists isolated the pandemic strain, and vaccine development is now underway.
Developing a flu vaccine usually takes between four and six months. If all goes well, a vaccine should be ready by XXX [insert date]. 
In the meantime, DPH is urging people to be vigilant about practicing good hygiene. It will be important to limit the spread of germs by:
· Washing hands frequently with soap and water;

· Covering coughs and sneezes with tissues or the sleeve near the inside of your elbow (do not use your bare hand);

· Staying away from others as much as possible when sick; 

· Staying home from work and school when sick; and

· Wearing a surgical mask if anyone is sick or if you will come into contact with a sick person.  

If you experience flu symptoms, call your doctor. Common signs of pandemic flu are fever, muscle pain, and headaches. Sore throats and breathing problems can also occur. Your doctor may prescribe medicine to reduce symptoms. For more information about pandemic flu, visit: 

· http://panflu.chfs.ky.gov

· www.healthalerts.ky.gov
· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.pandemicflu.gov" 

http://www.pandemicflu.gov

· http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avian/index.htm
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