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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Time: XX:XX a.m./p.m.
Pandemic Flu Vaccine Available for Limited Distribution
(XXX, Ky.  – Month, day, 200X) ( The Kentucky Department for Public Health (DPH) reported today that bird flu vaccine will be available beginning XXX [insert date] for high-risk individuals. 
Vaccination priorities will follow the federal government’s list, which has four tiers. People in the top tier will receive vaccine first. 
“As more vaccine is produced, we hope to have enough for all Kentuckians who want it,” said XXX [insert name of health official and title]. 
The following individuals are in the top tier and are eligible to receive vaccine beginning _____[insert same date as above]: 
· Health care workers, essential health care support staff, and manufacturers of vaccines and antivirals
· People over 65 years of age with at least one flu high-risk condition (but not essential hypertension), excluding those in nursing homes
· People six months to 64 years with two or more flu high-risk conditions
· People six months or older who have been hospitalized for pneumonia, flu, or other flu high-risk conditions in the past year
· Pregnant women
· Household contacts of severely immunocompromised persons
· Household contacts of children under six months
· Public health emergency response workers critical to pandemic response
· Key government leaders
High-risk flu conditions are medical problems that are likely to cause complications or death.  Examples are asthma, diabetes, and heart disease.
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Pandemic Flu Vaccine Available for Limited Distribution

CHFS/Month, Day, 2006
A complete list of vaccination priority groups can be viewed at http://www.hhs.gov/pandemicflu/plan/appendixd.html. Reasons are also given for the priority order of the list.  

Those eligible to receive vaccine should come to XXX [insert vaccination locations and times, e.g., “the civic center between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm on May 5.”] Vaccinations will be given until the supply is exhausted. There will be no charge for vaccinations.
Vaccine will not help people who already have flu. If flu symptoms appear, call your doctor. Common signs of flu are fever, muscle pain, and headaches. Sore throats and breathing problems can also occur. Your doctor may prescribe other medicine to reduce symptoms.

As with any medicine, there are risks. The risks are not yet well-defined for flu vaccine because of its limited use to date. Side effects may also occur. The most likely side effects are XXX [list side effects]. Report XXX [state the more serious side effects] to your doctor.   [Insert more sentences if there is more information.] 
Stay tuned to local television and radio stations for more information. 
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