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	Question or Concern:

What is tularemia?

	


	Key Message/Fact 1:
Tularemia is a disease caused by bacteria.
	
	Key Message/Fact 2:
People can get tularemia.
	
	Key Message/Fact 3:
Illness from tularemia can be avoided and treated.

	
	
	
	
	

	Supporting Fact 1-1:
Tularemia is usually found in small mammals like rabbits, squirrels, and mice.  It is sometimes called “rabbit fever.”   
	
	Supporting Fact 2-1:
People usually get it from bites of infected insects, fleas, and ticks or handling infected animals.  
	
	Supporting Fact 3-1:
If you hear of tularemia in your area, avoid handling sick and dead animals, learn how to safely clean game animals, and protect yourself against biting insects.

	
	
	
	
	

	Supporting Fact 1-2:
Tularemia is not passed from one person to another.  
	
	Supporting Fact 2-2:
People with tularemia have fever and chills, headache and body aches, runny nose, and sore throat.  
	
	Supporting Fact 3-2:
There is no vaccine to prevent tularemia.

	
	
	
	
	

	Supporting Fact 1-3:
Only a doctor can test to be sure if someone has tularemia.
	
	Supporting Fact 2-3:
If not treated, tularemia can last for weeks or months, with sweats, fever, and chills, increasing weakness, and loss of appetite and weight.  
	
	Supporting Fact 3-3:
Some antibiotics can cure the disease.


