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QUALIFICATIONS FOR “QUALIFIED EXPERT”

(MEDICAL PHYSICS)

Radiological Health is a broad field which demands that safety evaluations and/or procedures be performed by specifically trained experienced professionals.  The specific categories in which an individual can be qualified are:

A.  Shielding design for radiation therapy (T) and diagnostic x-ray (D) facilities.

C. Calibration of therapeutic x-ray units.

F.
General radiation safety surveys and broad health physics services.

G.
Conducting Mammography Facility Surveys and provide oversight of the quality assurance program.

CATEGORY REQUIREMENTS:

A.  SHIELDING DESIGN FOR RADIATION THERAPY AND DIAGNOSTIC X-RAY FACILITIES.  
A.(D)  Individuals must provide proof that he/she meets the requirements of a qualified expert as defined in NCRP 147 “As used in this Report, a medical physicist or medical health physicist who is competent to design radiation shielding in medical x-ray imaging facilities.  The qualified expert is a person who is certified by the American Board of Radiology, American Board of Medical Physics, American Board of Health Physics, or the Canadian College of Physicists in Medicine.” 
A.(T)  Individuals must provide proof that he/she meets the requirements of a qualified expert as defined in NCRP 151 “A medical or health physicist who is competent to design radiation shielding in radiotherapy facilities, and who is certified by the American Board of Radiology, American Board of Medical Physics, American Board of Health Physics, or Canadian College of Physicists in Medicine.”
Before an individual may independently perform shielding design, they shall satisfactorily complete three shielding designs under the direct supervision of a qualified expert licensed either by the State of Kentucky or another State or Federal agency.  These designs shall be completed in the particular area of service for which privileges are being requested (i.e., three diagnostic and /or three therapy).

B.  CALIBRATION OF THERAPEUTIC X-RAY UNITS.

These individuals must meet the definition of a “Qualified Expert” as defined in Section A(T) above.  In addition, the individual must have had training and experience in the clinical applications of radiation physics in radiation therapy.

C.  GENERAL RADIATION SAFETY SURVEYS AND BROAD HEALTH PHYSICS SERVICES.

The individual must present documentation of education and/or experience in performing radiation safety surveys, internal dosimetry, bioassay, environmental sampling and analysis of radioactive waste management.  Certification with the American Board of Radiology, American Board of Medical Physics, American Board of Health Physics, or the Canadian College of Physicists in Medicine will satisfy the requirements for this category. 

D.   MAMMOGRAPHY FACILITY SURVEYS AND QUALITY ASSURANCE OVERSIGHT.

In order to independently conduct surveys of mammography facilities and provide oversight of a facility’s equipment-related quality assurance program, one must meet qualifications in accordance with 21 C.F.R. Part 900 (Section 900.12(a)(3)).

1. Be State licensed or approved or have certification.

2. Have a Master’s degree or higher in a physical science with no less than 20 semester hours in physics.

3. Have 20 contact hours of specialized training in conducting mammography facility surveys.

4. Have the experience of conducting surveys of at least 1 mammography facility and a total of at least 10 mammography units.

SUBMITTALS:

Persons wishing to act as radiation physics consultants in the Commonwealth of Kentucky must meet the above criteria for the referenced procedures and services.  A letter of consideration stating the type of services you desire to perform along with the following; applicable credentials, resume’, curriculum vitae and attestations, must be submitted to the address below for consideration.  Additionally, pursuant to 902 KAR 100:102 Section 6 (1) (a) the initial qualified expert application fee of $100.00 is to be included with the application.  Checks should be made payable to the Kentucky State Treasurer. 

Radiation Health Branch 

Cabinet for Health and Family Services

275 East Main Street, HS1C-A

Frankfort, KY 40621

Phone:  (502) 564-3700

Following a review of the qualifications, a letter granting privileges as well as a certification card will be sent to the qualified expert.
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