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NOTE:  This press release needs to be carefully reviewed as there is a policy implication that those who need treatment will be prioritized over those who have been exposed. This would make containing the disease less important, than treating patients.
Statewide News Release


 Contact:  Gwenda Bond or Barbara Fox 


(502) 564-6786








FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Time: XX:XX a.m./p.m.
The Kentucky Department for Public Health 
Will Provide Medicine For Bird Flu Patients
(XXX, Ky.  – Month, day, 200X) ( The Kentucky Department for Public Health (DPH) has a limited supply of medicine for treating bird flu patients. 

Antiviral medicines are not the same as vaccines. Vaccines prevent infection. Antivirals are used mostly to treat people who already have flu. They make flu symptoms less severe and help people get well sooner. 
“Due to the limited supply, our first priority is to make sure those who have bird flu get the medicine they need,” said XXX [insert name of health official and title]. 
The antiviral(s) _________[insert name(s) of drugs] is [or “are”] effective only when started within the first two days of infection. 
As with any drug, there are risks. XXX [insert drug name] may not be safe for ________[list groups of people, e.g., children under 1 year]. Side effects may occur when taking XXX [insert drug name]. The most common side effects are ________[list side effects]. [Insert more sentences if there is more than one antiviral.] 
Stay tuned to local TV and radio to find out where to get XXX [insert drug name]. Information will also be posted at http://panflu.chfs.ky.gov, http://www.healthalerts.ky.gov, or you can call the Kentucky Department for Public Health at 1-888-398-0013 or the Kentucky Regional Poison Center at 1-800-222-1222 for [insert “more information” or “a recorded message about _____“].
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